The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 1

The Role of African Anmerican Ml es

In the Fam |y

By

Larry G Tucker

A Research Paper

Submtted in Partial Fulfillnment of the

Requi renent for the

Masters of Science Degree with a Major in
Marriage and Fam |y Therapy

Approved: 2 Senester Credits

| nvesti gati on Advi sor

The G aduate Col |l ege
Uni versity of W sconsin- Stout
Decenber 2000



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 2

The G aduate Col | ege
Menonmoni e, W sconsin 54751

Abstract

Tucker Larry

Witer (Last Nane) (First) (M.

The Role of African American Males in the Famly
(Title)

Marriage and Fam |y Therapy Dr. Charles Barnard 8/ 00
(Graduate Mj or) (Research Advi sor) (Mon./ Year)

Aneri can Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on Publicati on Manual
(Name of Style Manual used in this study)

This study investigated the roles that exist for
African American males in their famlies. The researcher
recogni zes that nen are only one aspect of the famly unit.
However, due to the |lack of understandi ng about African
Anmerican males' roles in the famly, it is believed to be
necessary to exam ne these roles separate fromthe rest of
the famly unit.

Previ ous research has attenpted to address this issue
in various indirect ways. In this study subjects were
asked in person about their beliefs regarding the positions
they occupied in their famlies. It was believed that this
qualitative group study could get bel ow the surface and
reduce the likelihood of assunptions within this study and

on the part of readers.
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It is an accepted attitude, in the United States, that
African American nmales are the worst fathers, sons and,
nmore generally, those people whose anger is the nost
unpr edi ct abl e. In addition, it is believed by many that
African Anerican nmales pose a threat not only to their own
famly but also to society as a whole. One of the
inplications of this study is to further suggest that these
i deol ogi es have in many ways set standards for African
Aneri can nal es. This study will attenpt to show that this
way of thinking is detrinental to African American mnal es

and all those who encounter them
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CHAPTER |
A. | NTRODUCTI ON

African American males are often over |ooked as
val uable figures within their famlies. This researcher
believes it is critical to explore the effects that the
worl d has on the African Anerican male and his
surroundi ngs. The survival of Black males and their
famlies may depend on the results of such findings.

Sone Black males live in male and fermal e structured
homes, and are active in the child rearing process. Qhers
live in the honme but are nore peripheral to their
children’ s lives, while sone are involved but reside
out side the home. Those children, who seem nost vul nerabl e
to these factors both within the famly structure, and
external to it, are the nmale children.

Al Black famlies are different, as are the nmal es who
popul ate these famlies. |In addition, there are nmany
vari abl es that may perpetuate the invol venent of males in
t hese systens. Sone of the reasons nmay be nore tangible,
such as a |l ack of resources, i.e. a job that allows those
men to contribute to the famly structure. Ohers m ght be
nore enotional or socially driven, such as the | oss of
sel f-esteemthat evolves fromnot being able to contribute

and provide for their famlies. And in the case of the
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child it is not uncommon that their nothers will have
unresol ved issues with that child s father that are
di spl aced onto the child, which could have | ong range
affects. This process of displacenent is often how nale’s
roles within the famly structure get defined.
Unknowi ngly, Black males in these famlies often buy into
this destructive view of thenselves, just as other famly
menbers also do. As this happens there is the potenti al
for mal es to becone unattached and rebel against the
famly, leading to problens at honme and in the comunity.
G owi ng up, and throughout much of their adult |ives,
many Bl ack nmales are rarely validated. They often
experience exploitation of their physical and intellectual
abilities, by both society and their famly. There are
certain expectations that Black nmales cannot live up to and

ot hers they choose not to.

B. Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study was to determ ne the
correlation between that which is suggested in the
literature, and the findings of a qualitative study of
African American Males. This study will explore the
reality of inpacts, and the choices that are available to

Bl ack adult males and boys within their famly structures
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and their comunities. The literature viewed is fairly
conprehensi ve dating back as far as 1969 and on up to the
present .

The findings of this study may be helpful to a variety
of individuals and groups of people. African Anerican
mal es and their famlies may find this information useful
in an effort to break unhealthy cycles that began with
previ ous generations. This information can al so be
instrumental to clinicians working with African Anerican
Mal es and their famlies. These groups include marri age and
famly therapists, social workers, psychol ogists, and
al cohol and drug counselors. It is also a goal to have
policy makers and others who are influential regarding
decisions that affect African American males utilize these

fi ndi ngs.

C. Assunptions
It is beyond the scope of this paper to offer proof or
evi dence that m ght suggest that African Anerican Ml es are
inroles different fromwhat is offered in this study.
Unfortunately, the group of males used for this research
was confined to adults and no mnors were included to
provi de a broader perspective. However, the group of

African Anerican males who were intervi ewed was asked to
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recall their experiences as children in an effort to
accommodat e for not having minors included in this study.

It is this witer’s belief that the topic was
sufficiently addressed in the literature reviewed. At the
begi nning of this study it was assuned that finding useful
information for this study would be difficult. Thanks to
the simlar interests of Dr. Nancy Boyd-Franklin, Robert
St apl es, Janmes Cone, and others newtrails for the nost

part did not have to be bl azed.

D. Definition of Terns

An African Anerican is a person of African origin
residing in the United States. This termprimarily is
focused on those peopl e whose ancestors were ensl aved and
forcefully relocated in the United States. It al so
represents what is unspoken within the African Anmerican
famly, which is the | egacy of slavery. The termAfrican
Aneri can acknow edges that part of the American experience
that White Anerican history has failed to record and
recogni ze to the extent deened appropriate.

Bl ack refers to African Anmericans and peopl e of
African origin. Qutside of this study the term Bl ack has

al so been used when referring to all people of color.



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 12

Case Plan is a list of things, which could include
skills or services an individual or couple need to acquire
to reunify and maintain custody of their child or children.

Famly is all the people living in the sane house; a
social unit consisting of parents and the children they
rear; the children of the sane parents; one husband (or
wi fe) and children; people related by marriage or ancestry;
relatives; all those claimng descent froma common
ancestor; tribe or clan; |ineage (Wbster’s New Worl d
Dictionary 3¢ Ed.).

Fol ks are people, which could include a group such as
a famly.

Marriage and Fam |y Therapy is a treatnment nodality
directed at produci ng change between and anong i ndi vi dual s
who are married and part of the famly system This is
based on systens theory.

Role is the part one plays within a social unit such
as a famly. Gandfather, father, son, brother and the
responsibilities that come with that title whether
acknow edged, assumed or confirmed, are exanples of conmon
famly roles.

A qualitative study is the process that deals with
quality or qualities with the aimof acquiring know edge by

readi ng or thorough investigation.
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CHAPTER 2
LI TERATURE REVI EW
A. G ow ng up Bl ack
Fromthe gri moutl ook of adol escence to the apathetic
vi ew of adul thood, Bl ack males, through the | enses of this
country's history can be seen as targets of destruction and
exploitation. Sonme historians believe that the easiest way
to destroy the African American famly is through the
“Black Males”. It is traditional that nen are seen as the
heads of households, and it seens to be |logical to conclude

that if there is no |l eader in the hone then there i s no

home. It is a scientific fact that a subject, whether in a
lab or on a street, will eventually conformto it’s
envi ronment when under pressure. In the case of the

African Anerican famly, targeting the adult nale seens to
have the outcone of creating a dysfunctional environnent.
The purpose of such a statenment is not to suggest that the
majority of Black famlies in Anerica are dysfunctional,
but rather to provide insight froma Bl ack prospective
regarding what is proving to be so unsettling to the famly
uni t.

This leads to a particular stage on the conti nuum for
Black men in America. Looking at the chil dhood of a Bl ack

mal e, both froma current and historical view it is
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extrenely inportant that we |look at his place in the

envi ronment. Aut hor Robert Staples (1982) states, “To be
young and Bl ack in urban areas of the United States is to
be subjected to all the harshest el enents of oppression at
the nost vul nerable periods of ones life”. It is extrenely
critical that one realizes that Black nales in nany aspects
are forced to deny the qualities that define themas nal es
inthis society. Young Bl acks are subjected to great
amounts of discrimnation early on in life. They do not
have the privileges that nost white males enjoy at the same
age. During the era of slavery, by the age of seven Bl ack
mal es were made to work in the fields of their masters.
Pol i cies such as this denied Black males of their

chil dhood. By the tinme nales reached puberty they were
taken fromtheir famlies and sold at auctions as property
(Staples 1982). \While Black adol escents are no | onger sold
into slavery, many have lost their identity by this tinme as

a result of oppression that exists.

B. Religion
It is critical to understand the self-esteem of the Bl ack
mal e when dealing with the exam nation of his famly life.
Throughout their history in this country, religion has been

one safe place where Bl ack nmal es coul d express thensel ves
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in an oppressive society. Not only is religion a form of
expression, it was an outlet for the frustrations that
daily life offered. In the 1960’s the novenent for
equality enmerged fromthe church. Wether it was Martin
Luther King Jr.’s peaceful non-violence or Malcolm X s nore
forceful approach, these ideas were primarily devel oped in
the religious structures that Blacks enmersed thensel ves in.

The church was critical within the Black male’s world
and continues to be so yet today. Wthin nost Bl ack
churches, or religious organizations Bl ack boys and nen
experience their first true taste of freedom and power.
They are able to | ook at their comrunal structure and the
worl d around them and evaluate it through a source that
provi des many of themw th hope, and encouragenent to live.
Aut hor Nancy Boyd-Franklin (1989) uses a quote by E. F
Frazier that epitom zes the previous statenent. He states
that the church is “a refuge in a hostile white world”.
This reflects the inportance of the church, within these
mal e’ s |ives.

Bl ack men and boys in many ways are dependent on the
church or religion nore then their famlies. Wthout it,
often there is an internal struggle that rem nds themthat
sonmething is mssing. For exanple the drug addict in a

treatnment center is encouraged to get closer to God in
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order to get their life back on track. Drug addicts, as do
sonme Bl ack males, realize that their internal-selves
require structure which religion can provide. Wen the
pains of life surface, and society and famly nenbers have
turned their backs on them faith in God is what is left.

It is this faith that assures these males that they wll

not be prejudged, as m ght be the case with many others in

their |ives.

C. War and Equality

The Bl ack community has always felt the brutal strains
that this country has placed on its nen. Black nen and
boys have made strides to overcone the pre and post slavery
view that society has about them Wthin Wrld War | and
Il they fought for this country because they believed in
the Anerican dream and a new way of life and sone felt they
did not have a choice and fought anyway. They did so, in
spite of the majority view that saw Bl acks as outsiders.
This was in evidence in the segregated regi nents anong
ot her things.

Agai n these Bl ack nen and boys did not receive equal
treatment in the mlitary structure. Living quarters and
over all training was substantially different and was | ower

in quality for the Black soldiers. However they still
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fought wth pride for what they believed in, or what they
t hought was necessary to be accepted as a nenber of
soci ety.

During the Vietnam War “poor” Wi tes and Bl acks were
pl aced on the front lines. They gave their lives for a
country that did not see themas equals and in nmany cases
| eaving famlies w thout their nen. Now after the war has
gone, it has left the sane enptiness that was present
before it’s arrival.

Mlitary life today and in the past gave many Bl ack
mal es the structure they |longed for. Those who were not
exposed to religion or strong famly supports systens | ook
el sewhere for what they believe to be needed to |ive happy
lives in this society. However, the Black man is still
striving for equality, even though unenploynent stifles him
to the point where he is unable to function as a man in his
hone. Upon arriving home he was cursed for fighting a war
on behalf of a country that did not respect him He
appears to be dammed to live the rest of his |life wondering

and honel ess by a systemthat he fought for.

D. Fam |y Rel ati onshi ps
The structures of Black famlies are all uniquely

different. However, often, wonen (i.e. nothers
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grandnot hers, aunts, sisters and other females) cone
together as a unit to raise children to replace the nale
and femal e household structure (G ordano & McGol dri ck
1996). This is the result of there being a shortage of
Bl ack nen (Boyd Franklin, 1989), due to things such as the
alarming nortality rate. Moreover, with a structure such
as the one described above, which is exclusively fenale,
one m ght inquire about the need for a man. The unspoken
belief of some wonen who have grown accustonmed to this way
of life is that men are not needed. Wnen have
i ndependently provided for the needs of their children for
so long, it may be difficult to see the value of a man’s
presence. This describes the disenfranchi senment of the
Black man within the famly system (Boyd- Franklin, 1989).
Begi nning with slavery, Black nales were sold fromtheir
famlies. This caused the structure to create alternative
means of support for a famly’s survival

Initially, Black nen were seen as essential parts of
the famly, during the pre-slavery era. Slave owners
recogni zed the inpact that Black nmales slaves had on their
famlies. They understood the inportance of |eadership and
that Black males could provide that for their famlies. In
under st andi ng how sl avery worked, it is clear that the

sl ave owner needed to be solely in a | eadership role and
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mai ntain a sense of control over his slaves. It is for this
reason that the Black fam|ly was separated and sold to
different parts of the plantation structures within the
Sout h.

Control was essential to the slave owners business.
As the owners of people, slaves, they controlled their
lives. These slaves were the property of other nmen and
their bodies were treated in that manner. Slaves were
forced to bare children by nmen other than their chosen
husbands. So, in essence slaves were used to produce nore
sl aves, which added up to nore property for their owners.
It is believed that slavery and the deneani ng acts which
were a part of that process, which included; rape, nurder,
stealing, and ultimately disrespect for human life, was
done to create profit for slave owners. However, what
sl avery has done for Black nmales and their famlies is to
create much confusion

It is a belief that Bl ack wonen have certainly been
af fected negatively by slavery. This can be seen in how
they relate to their males. Black males and the wonen in
their lives, because of slavery, appear to m suse their
bodies in a manner simlar to what was practiced during
sl avery. Men are seen as | aborers, the ones who have the

strength to provide physically for their famlies if
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allowed. In other cases nen’s vul nerable enotional state
causes themto be used for sexual pleasure by wonen and
discarded. | do not wish to inply that the nmen are not
getting sone nutual satisfaction fromthis arranged
interaction or relationship. Yet, his self-esteem has been
| oner ed and damaged by years of m suse of his body and
sense of purpose.

Fol |l ow ng sl avery the Black fam |y began a process of
rebui | di ng what was once a strong Black famly. By 1960, a
husband mai ntai ned 74 percent of all Black famlies with a
w fe, while wonen headed 22 percent, and the remaining 4
percent were famlies nmaintained by Bl ack mal es (Jewel |
1988). Twenty-two years |later after governnmental prograns
were introduced and expanded, Black famlies begin to
experience dramatic change. "A dramatic increase in the
rate of marital dissolution through separation and di vorce
resulted in the decline of Black husband-wife famlies and
the gromh of Black famlies headed by wonen". Black nen
were replaced by welfare. Famlies receiving welfare were
not allowed to have nen living in the hone. Wnen and nen
commtted to a relationship had to nmake choices to lie or
separate. Separation and out of wedl ock births were other
causes of the significant breaks in the famly structure.

Most | owi ncone Bl acks were disillusioned that nmarital
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separation was the neans of solving their problens.

However, this only anplified their problens.

E. Genoci de

Above and beyond the affects that a war such as
Vi etnam had on the Black famly, is the overcast of the
af fects of genocideE]that pl ague the Black man’s world in
America. Many people are quick to point the finger at
Bl ack men for the high crine rate in America. Black on
Black crine is often referred to when di scussing crinmne.

How often are peopl e encouraged to exam ne the concept of
Bl ack on Black crine? Mst African American comrunities

are nostly Black; there are rarely other ethnic groups to
commit crimes against in these settings.

Anot her critical point to be nmade is that Bl ack people
living in inner cities do not own gun factories in this
country yet they exist in the Black community. Howis it
that guns are nade so available in these communities? This
woul d seemto be a nore appropriate question, given that
guns accounted for nore than 95% of the increase in

hom cide in 1988 for youth and young adults between the

! Genocide is the systematic destruction or extermination of an entire people or group. An exampleisthe
Bosnia controversy, which took place between the Serbs and Albanians where the Albanians were being
systematically killed and removed from their country by President Y ugoslaviain order to purify the
country.
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ages of fifteen and twenty-four (National Center for Health
Statistics 1990).

The issue is not sinply about the nmanufacturing, and
selling of guns. GCenocide is manifested in many forns.

“It is estimated that as nmany as one-third of young Bl ack
men in the inner city have a serious drug problem (Staples,
1982)”. Al cohol and drugs are najor contributors to the
eradi cation of the Black man in America. Wen driving into
Bl ack nei ghbor hoods one can count several |iquor stores in
t hese conmmunities, which adds up to about two stores per
three bl ocks in sone areas. However, in nost suburban,
predom nantly white comunities, there are hardly any.
Maybe one every three or four mles.

What the Black man faces daily in this country is
unlikely to be simlar to the experience of nen of nost
other ethnic groups. Wat is even nore distressing is that
nost Bl ack nen are not aware of the effects of such things
as the large nunber of liquor stores in their comunities.
This is the struggle the Bl ack man nust endure. He hopes
sone day the life viewed on television will be his.
However, it woul d appear that his race, gender and
geographical location in the community prevents himfrom

living the “American Dreani.



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 23

Life is a struggle for the Black man. The Bl ack man,
to some, appears to be lost, due to the systematic
breakdown, as he struggles to define the nature of his
being. Sone Bl ack nen know within thenselves that they are
by nature good, and as a result exist in their ow reality

(Davis, 1991).

F. Viol ence

In many cases, the Black man’s reality is extrenely
violent due to years of oppression. The violence is
perpetrated by the notion that the Black man, within his
comunity, has no future. As this happens young Bl ack
mal es begin to buy into such ideas of hopel essness, which
| eads to violence (G bbs 1994).

When cornered in this way sone Bl ack nen begin to act
out that violence. They begin to react instinctively, the
vi ol ence that was taught during slavery. No |onger able to
bare the position of being victimzed. Blacks rebelled
agai nst,

“Lynchi ngs and chain gangs repl aced beatings and slave |abor in

the ol d Confederacy, and Bl acks were rendered powerl ess by their
econom ¢ dependence and their political disenfranchi senent.
Agai n and again, Blacks learned bitter |essons that angry
confrontation or even peaceful protest would be net with Klan-

i ke violence or massive arnmed resistance (G bbs 1994)."
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Hi story has docunented well the Black man’s attenpts to

ri se above the oppression that holds himdown. Once again,
his feelings of hopel essness may cause himto let go of the
wor |l d surrounding him According to the National Center
for Health Statistics 1990, hom cide was the | eadi ng cause
of death for Black nales ages fifteen to twenty-four. This
group was six tinmes nore likely to be nurdered than their
white male peers were. The over all homcide rate for

Bl ack mal es ages fifteen to twenty four increased from46.4
per 100,000 to 101.1 per 100,000 in 1988. As a result
famlies once again are left without their nmen. Were are
the adult male role nodels to teach the small children

mal es and females the facts of |ife? Mmand grandma may

be there, but who supports them (Boyd-Franklin, 1989)7?

G Conformty

VWhite men do not face the sanme chall enges, nor do they
struggle to stay alive as the Black man does. More over
t here does not appear to be a conspiracy agai nst Wite nen.
In fact, due to White nmen's doni nance over other groups of
peopl e, there seens to be an unspoken expectation that
others followin his footsteps. More specifically, the

Bl ack man is pressured by everyone around hi mincluding his
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Bl ack partner to neet the expectation of society. It is
difficult for the Black woman not to buy into the majority
perspective because she does not pose as nuch of a threat,
and is therefore nore able to maintain enpl oynent.

However, there are clear differences between the Bl ack and
Wiite nen. The major difference is that Wites oppress

Bl acks.

H SUMVARY

When | ooking at Anerican society it is clear that
Bl acks and ot her groups of people are forced to live like
White nen. This violates Black nmen and others the right to
act and function as unique and culturally different
individuals. It forces themto act out in a nore prina
and primtive fashion. Each man wants to protect his
uni queness at all cost, even |ife. Integrity is the
dom nant force that drives humanity to search out what is
inmportant and vital for himand his famly's survival.
The Black man is challenged wth knowi ng, or not
knowi ng that there are many factors surrounding his life
that inpact himor the lives of his famly. In a world
where everything and everyone seens contrary to you

i ncluding your famly, what are your choices? Wat is the
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proper reaction? The only proper reaction to an abnor nmal

situation is an abnornal response.



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 27

Chapter 3
Met hodol ogy

A. I ntroduction

This research involved a group of African Anerican

fathers participating in an African Anerican father's

group, to conduct a qualitative study for the purpose of

testing the validity of the literature review that was

conducted for this study. The questions |isted bel ow were

provided as stimulus itens for the subjects to respond to,

as they deemed appropri ate.

Questions for Focus G oup:

1

What has your experience as a male been in your

famly?

. Can you see any differences or simlarities in how you

were treated as a child, and now as an adult?

.What is it like to be an African Anerican male in this

society, and is that experience different fromthe one

you have in your famly? (How your Famly relates to

you. )

. What do you think would be inmportant wi sdomto pass on

to a son?

. What woul dn't you pass on to your son and why?
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The purpose of these questions was to solicit a response
froma group of mal es who may have experienced sonme of the
i ssues that this study addresses. |In addition, it was not
the intent of the group interviewer to lead or elicit a
certain response fromthe participants. Instead, the
subj ects were encouraged to share their stories, as they

deened appropri ate.

B. Subjects

The men participating in this group were in the
process of reunifying with their children. Al the nen in
this group were involved, or had been, with the courts to
regain custody of their children. Sone of these nen were
ei ther suspected of, or had been found guilty of spousal -
abuse or chil d-abuse and, in some cases both. Qwher nmen in
the group were involved in order to regain custody of their
children after the nother had | ost parental rights. In
these situations the court is requesting that these nen
prove thensel ves to be capabl e and conpetent parents.

There were six individuals present who agreed to be
subjects in this study. The average size of the group each
week is about six. Ages ranged fromtwenty-five to forty-

seven.
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The nmen participating in this group needed to have at-
| east one child. Dads are expected to bring a child with
themto the group each week. As a parent child interaction
group it is inportant that children be present so that the
group facilitators can provide parenting suggestions to
dads as a result of what is observed.

Food is avail able at each neeting and the group
participants are responsible for preparing neals for their
children and ot her group nenbers. Once again this is an
opportunity for the group coordinators to observe the dads
while they are performng multi-tasks, cooking and
parenting. For exanple parents are rem nded that children
need to stay a safe distance fromthe stove.

Dads are encouraged to interact with their children.
In an effort to foster parent child interaction, the group
provi des structured nusic tinme. A nusic therapist
facilitates the nusic activities each week. These
activities are tailored each week to the ages of the
children. It is inportant that the dads in the group
understand that children have different needs at their
di fferent stages of devel opnent.

Many of the children involved in the group with their
fathers’ are acquainted with the nusic therapist through

Reuben Lindh’s nmulticultural preschool. This is one of
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many services the agency offers to a diverse range of
clients throughout the M nneapolis and surroundi ng
comunities. It is Reuben Lindh’s Mssion to support and
nurture famlies in the context of their culture. As an
agency, Reuben Lindh has serviced the community for thirty
years.

Sonme of the services Reuben Lindh offers are; groups
for both men and wonen, parenting skills for parents newy
recovering fromdrugs and or al cohol, parenting skills for
devel opnent al | y del ayed adults, housing resources, physi cal
t herapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, individual
and famly therapy. Al of these services conbined offer a
process, coined “waparound”, that increases famlies’
chances for reaching their goals of desired changes.

It was explained to the subjects that the interview
woul d be audi o taped and that they had rights pertaining to
this study. The interview was conducted in a circle with
all subjects facing each other. Each subject was given the
option to discontinue participation in the study at any
time. It was al so explained that their participation in the
study was voluntary. It was al so expl ai ned that any
information collected would be held in the strictest of
confidence and that subjects would not be identified by

name in the study. No subjects declined to participate.
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Subj ects were asked to sign a consent formindicating their
understanding of the study’'s intent to be used to
investigate the role of African Anerican males in the

famly.

C. Limtations

Influential elenents that nmay have influenced the
outcone of this study were factors such as: all subjects
except one was ordered to participate in this group as a
part of their case plan to reunify with their children
participants in this group were not voluntarily seeki ng out
the group; subjects are all fromthe Mdwest; subjects were
all adults; and, education level was fairly low for these
subjects. It is beyond the scope of this study to exam ne
t hese variables nore closely to determ ne the influence

t hey m ght have on the findings.
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Chapter 4
A. Results

This study was conducted in an attenpt to explore the
roles African American Males hold in their famlies. For
t he purpose of reaching the objective of this study the
aut hor reviewed literature which addressed the roles of
African Anmerican nales in the famly system The
literature search focused on nmales and their famlies
within the context of their social/societal environnment.

To further research this topic, as part of this qualitative
study, a group of six nale subjects’ perceptions were
solicited. Several simlarities seened to exi st between
what was suggested in the literature reviewed and the

subj ects’ responses.

First, it is worthy of nention to note that the
subjects’ collective life experiences seened to be
overwhelmngly simlar. In the introduction it was stated
that all Black famlies are different just as the nal es who
popul ate these famlies are. Yet the results of this study
suggest that these mal es have nmuch nore in conmmon then sone
m ght have predicted. |In fact as the subjects gave their
answers to the questions they appeared surprised at each

ot her’s responses. For exanple nost of the subjects
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expressed the belief that there were different famly

expectations placed on themin contrast to others.

B. Expectations

In many of the subjects’ hone’s they were the ol dest
mal es. Hol di ng the honor of being the ol dest male often
meant being a father figure to siblings. It nmeant being a
representation of “dad”. For sone it also neant having to
| earn what it neans to be a Black mal e al one wi thout the
gui dance of an older male. For Respondent #3 it had a
di fferent neaning, but one that seens to capture the
essence of what was the experience for nost of the nmen in

t he study.

Respondent #3: My role was as the oldest child. M father
passed when | was five and pretty nuch until | was teenager
| figured that | was the “headhuncho” because | was the

ol dest .

I ntervi ewer: When you say headhuncho what do you nean?

Respondent #3: Well | did not finish high school because |
went to work to help put inconme in the home and hel p

support ny nom (Appendi x A, P.2).
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This idea of supporting nomwas very conmon anong the
group of subjects. Each of the subjects had nothing but
positive words to say about their parents. At tines, from
anal ysis of the dialogue, | could tell that the roles were
reversed. For instance, in the case of Respondent #3 and
his nother, it was difficult to determ ne who was taking
care of whon? Does the child take care of the parent or
does the parent take care of the child?

The subj ects spoke of expectations in a couple of
different ways. There were responsibilities they had
assuned because soneone such as, nother, aunt or
grandnot her had pointed out to them what was expected of
them These were often the roles that men would typically
assunme in famlies.

Interviewer: So it sounds |ike you were head of the
househol d. Not the head of the household but the man of
t he house.

Respondent #3: Yes.

Interviewer: Ws that sonething that was expected of you
or did you just figure, that | need to do this?
Respondent #3: Well | wanted to do that for ny nom

I nterviewer: Ckay, but your nom..

Respondent: She didn’'t ask nme to do that.
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The di scussion continued and the subjects discussed
how difficult it was to know why they did things in their
famlies. However they seenmed to conclude that their
nmot hers’ usually had a role in decisions they nade. One of
t he Subjects gave an exanpl e of how he woul d earn noney by
cutting grass, shoveling snow and doi ng odd jobs. He went
on to say that he did not think his nother asked himto but
he renmenbers giving her sone of the noney. This was his
way of providing for his famly, and it seens as though he

was neeting expectations that were unspoken.

C. Role Models
Based on experiencing and hearing the subject’s

stories in this study, it is clear that many of them | acked
clarity in their experiences growing up. The father’s in
this study reflected on their chil dhoods, renenbering both
their early nmenories of eagerness and | ater nenories of
confusi on around what seened to be expectations for sone of
themto take care of younger brothers, and in one case, a
cousin. As stated earlier these nmen were in nost cases the
ol dest males in their honmes. There were no father figures
present for long periods of time in their hones that they

coul d recall
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Once again, the author will use the voice of
respondent #3 to convey the essence of what these nen
reported. Respondent 3 stated, “I was the male of the
househol d, except ny little brother, but it was |ike |I took
over the role” (Appendix A p.3). This respondent and
others report that it felt strange to be in a house of
adult wonen and feeling the pressure to raise other young
males in the honme. These were hones that they were not
structurally in charge of.

Wil e boys at the tinme, these nen appeared afraid.
Afraid because, “ | didn’t have a dad there, | amthe only

one”. Between the age of fifteen and si xteen respondent 3
expressed that wonmen were out working and he was the one
taki ng care of the boys. Wien he was ol d enough to work
respondent 3 states that the boys canme to himfor noney and
he contributed to bills in the house. He had reluctantly
becone a father figure and role nodel both to the younger
males living with himand the wonen in the hone.

Dr. Nancy Boyd-Franklin's statenent noted earlier
that wonen | ove their daughters and raise their sons, cane
to mnd here. | amtouched by the notion that girls seem
regarded as nore precious then their brothers and that they

desire, require, nore love and affection. |In addition, it

is apparent to this witer that respondent 3 had been



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 37

parentified in sonme ways. | also wonder if he was being
raised to replace his father or at |east unconsciously
create a father figure in the hone. Unfortunately,
respondent 3 had no appropriate or direct role nodeling or
gui dance on how to be effective in this forced role.

As suggested in the literature review it is because of
experiences simlar to the ones |isted above which are
believed to cause Black nales to feel alone, and
m sunderstood by their famlies and society. Furthernore,
it is confusing to this witer, and nost certainly it has
been for the subjects of this study, to identify that this
| ack of support often begins in their hones. It is these
experiences, and many |like them that have shaped the |ives
of these subjects and many Bl ack nmales like themin this
soci ety.

Respondent 2 does a good job of summ ng up what these
hone experiences seened to nean for nost of the nmales in
this study, as well as what the literature suggested is the
experience for many Black nmales. “W have to |live and
| earn what works, going to school, getting a job and
getting there on tine. W had to learn that shit! You
know it seened like ny whole nale life, nost everything I
got | had to learn” (Appendix A p.5). As this subject

spoke | felt the pain that he was experiencing as he
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remenbered growi ng up al one without the benefit of an adult
mal e nodel as “teacher”. After trying to neet and fulfil
all the expectations of his nother and other wonen in his
life, he stated that he still had to |earn and be penali zed
for his mstakes. It all seens to boil down to “trial and
error” in the end, and taking a | ook in the prison system
anyone can see that black nmales are making nore errors then

any other group in this Country.
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Chapter 5

DI SUSSI ON

A Sunmary

This study was conducted in order to investigate the

roles that exist for African American males in their
famlies. By conpleting this study one of the researcher’s
primary goals was to increase the understanding of how
African Anerican male’s roles are inpacted through
interaction between famly and society. It is believed that
these interactions are both consci ous and unconsci ous. So
much so, that even African Anerican mal es have bought into
the negative i nages of thenselves. These imges include
unreal i stic expectations and stereotypes regardi ng what it
means to be a provider, a nmenber of their famlies and
society. In an attenpt to acconplish the goal identified,
this researcher solicited the participation of a group of
Bl ack men at Rueben Lindh Fam |y Services of M nneapolis,
M nnesota. These nen were fathers and in nost cases new
fathers. So it seened inportant to get their perspective
on African Anerican nmales roles in their famlies. As a
result they were encouraged to tell their stories as it

related to the evaluation of roles they assuned.
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The data, which is a conbination of the stories of the
Rueben Lindh fathers and a literature review, indicates
that there was a significant connection between African
Anmerican males’ roles in their famlies and in society. The
research shows that due to Black male’s | ack of being
properly nurtured and acknowl edged as inportant, they are
in large nunbers unable to rise up to the standards that
are set for them Unable and unwilling in sone cases to
reach their potential and instead accept the forced

positions that their famly and society set for them

B. Concl usi on

After careful consideration of both the stories of the
subjects involved in this study and the literature review,
there appear to be a nunber of factors that affect Bl ack
males roles in their famlies. It is clear to the
researcher that an oppression cycle is largely a part of
what has contributed to the Black nmales’ role confusion in
the past, and certainly in the future, if it is not
attended to. This oppression seens to date back to this
country’s practice of slavery. It was during this tine
that sl aves were taught and forced to relinquish the

control of their greatest asset over to their captors.
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This was a tinme during Arerican history when Bl ack’s
identities were stolen fromthem The institution of
slavery literally and figuratively raped Bl ack peopl e and
used themas tools of profit. Men, wonen, and children
were not considered as people but rather as property. As
property, Blacks were sold on the slave narket. Men and
worren were sold in relation to their strength and their
ability to produce |arge nunbers of strong babies. The
nore babies a slave could produce the nore he or she was
wor t h.

In the process of producing nore slaves for the slave
owner, in the eyes of the slaves they were creating
famlies that would not be their owmn. Famlies were sold
and separated for various reasons, but nostly for profit.
Still, the slave owner seened to recognize the inportance
of establishing hierarchy or structure in these famly
systens. It was to this resolve that famlies were al so
separated. A famly could not be a famly if all the
pl ayers were not clearly identified structurally.

Mor eover, slave owners still seenmed to understand the
i nportance of |eadership in these systens. Slave owners
physically raped fermal e sl aves for pleasure, yes. However,
their sexual acts seemto represent nore then sinply

gratifying thensel ves sexually. This witer is suggesting
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that it is critical to recognize that the relationship
t hese sl ave owners forced on Bl ack wonmen nodel ed for them
and their children what a male’s roles in the famly was.

Anger was definitely strongly suggested in the results
of this study. As a result of years of oppression Bl ack
mal es have devel oped anger that in many cases is extrenely
stifling, devastating and crippling to the point that it
prevents them fromreaching their unidentified potential.
Their anger stens fromyears of oppression, isolation,
| onel i ness, and no positive male rol e-nodel s/t eachers.
This has culmnated in years of trial and error as a
primary way of learning howto be male. People, in their
wor | dvi ew, have identified and acknow edged primarily the
Black nmale’s errors. It is these actions that create and
cause nore anger in the Black male. It has created a sense
of hopel essness within him As a result, nost of Anerica’'s
prisons are filled with Black males, young and ol d, whose
spirits have been broken. Years ago Bl ack nmen were only
considered to be three-fifths of a person. Today they still
fight the inpact of that legislation and the feelings and
notives behind it.

In addition, Affirmative Action was created to be a
nmeans for Black nales and other mnorities to rise above

di scrimnation and provide themw th opportunities that
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they m ght not receive otherwi se due to a systemthat was
created wi thout recognizing the strengths that they
possess. Unfortunately, it has stifled the Black man's
ability to once again be acknow edged or affirned for what
he has contributed to society. It is argued that they get
hired sinply because they are Bl ack not because they are in
nost cases the nost qualified person for the job. Yet,
when the anger surfaces as a result, again they are

| abel ed. He appears justifiably angry for acconplishing
what is the Anerican dream and having his |abor go

unval ued, which is not the case for his Wite counterpart.

C. Recommendati ons

In conclusion, it was suggested that slave owners
(Caucasi an nen), nodeled to the Black famly what male’s
roles in a famly should be. This was done in the manner
in which children were conceived between a fenal e sl ave and
her owner, and then | ater the slave owner abandoned the
nmot her and her child. This taught wonen anong ot her
things, that they did not need nen. The suggestion is
prof ound enough that it warrants further study to determ ne
ot her significance this factor may have on the African
Anerican famly. Furthernore, it mght be intriguing to

learn how this role, that slave owners nmintained with



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 44

sl aves, inpacted their owm famlies and how t hese
interactions further shaped the lives of African Anmericans

in this country.

Due to the fact that the subject group in this study
consi sted of a disproportionate nunber of first-born
children, it is recommended that there be a replication of
this study with a nore representative population. It is
beli eved that younger nales nmay have different experiences
fromfirst-born or only children mal es because of their
ordinal position. Fromthe findings of this study it is
difficult to identify how those differences mght influence
the result of this study.

Lastly, it is recommended that clinicians devel op an
under st andi ng of the African Anerican famly structure when
working with Black mal es. Understanding the structure of a
Black male’s famly as a child nay be crucial to a rea
understanding. It is likely that whatever their experience
is, it wll influence the client’s life in sone manner.
Consi deration of these factors could greatly increase the

client’s chances of producing their desired change.
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Appendi x A

Interviewer: Today is April 26, 2000 and we are here at
Rueben Lindh Fam |y Services.

There are seven African Anerican Men present. The topic is
the role that African Anerican nmales play in their
famlies.

1. What has your experience as a mal e been in your
famly?

Respondent #1:

My experience as a nmale has been froma father aspect
that his son’s footsteps should be better than his, and
hi s exanpl e should be to lead his children in a straight
and narrow path. Teach his son the norals that he

| earned and even nore. A father expects nore fromhis
chi | dren.

Respondent #2
But we have to give them sonething so that they can be
better.

Respondent #1

Yes, | amgoing to give themtine. M father gave ne
time. The best thing ny father gave ne was the
under st andi ng about certain things that happen. You know
that there are certain things that you can change and
certain things that you can’t change. There are certain
things that you can ask God for help on and certain

t hi ngs you have to experience.

Respondent #2
What was your role comng up as a Bl ack man?

Respondent #1
My role?

Respondent #2

Let me help you a little bit. M role, fromas long as |
can renenber, was that | was expected to be independent.
So, what was your role when you were com ng up?

| was expected to go to the grocery store, because they
did not send girls to the store especially in the
evening. | was expected not to cry, to be strong, to be



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 2

tough, then you are going to be okay. Wat ever happens
| am expected to suffer the consequences. But | don’t
know if this was the result of being raised by a single
parent, but | was expected to be pretty nuch independent.
Go to school, go play, get ready. | was expected to do
what ny parents said.

I ntervi ewer:

So are you saying that you feel like there were certain
expectations that may have been different for you as a
mal e fromthose of fenal es?

Respondent #2

O course, of course, like | said | was expected to be

i ndependent, but ny sister was not expected to be

i ndependent or to, you know, do certain things. She
coul d question, she could wine, she could cry, she could
probably say she didn’t want to do it. Mre or |ess take
care of her self and do what she needs to do. Mmis out
here working trying to take care of the house so | was
expected do what | was suppose to do, be a good tough
boy.

| nt ervi ewer : How about ot her fol ks?

Respondent #3

My role was as the oldest child. M father passed when
was five and pretty much until | was a teenage | figured
that | was the headhuncho because | was the ol dest.

Interviewer: Wen you say headhuncho what do you nean?

Respondent #3
Vell | did not finish school because | went to work to
hel p put inconme in the home and hel p support ny nom

Interviewer: So it sounds like you were the head of the
household. Not the head of the household but the man of
t he house.

Respondent #3
Yes.

Interviewer: Was that something that was expected of
you, or did you just figure: that | need to do this?
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Respondent #3
Vell | wanted to do that for nmy nom

Interviewer: Okay, but your nom..

Respondent #3
She didn't ask ne to do that.

| nterviewer: Thanks

Respondent #2

You know, at an early age, Larry (Interviewer) it is hard
to tell if we do it because we wanted to do it or because
we were expected to do it. But, | just did stuff, |ike
cl ean the house.

Interviewer: So it was hard to tell if it was an
expectation of sonebody else or if you just did sonething
you felt |ike doing.

Respondent #1

Now | i ke (respondent nunber 2) said | use to always have
a way of earning noney, shoveling snow, cutting grass,
raking | eaves and I would always give it to ny nom

I nterviewer: Okay, how about you.

Respondent #3

The way | look at it is that | grew up in a single parent
househol d cause ny nom and dad was divorced. At the age
of seven to fourteen he was teaching ne to be

i ndependent, but 1'd say in the wong way. There is a
certain way to teach a child, like the children we have
now. The way we teach themto be independent is totally
different fromthe way we were raised. M dad was a
little nore harsh on nme cause he was fromthe South so
think his parents were strict so he used sone of that on
me. Then ny nom got custody and when | was fourteen
noved in with her. There was no man there. | lived in a
house with not hing but wonen. | was the male of the
househol d, except ny little brother, but it was |ike I
took over the role. It was ny nomand ny aunt’s house.
They were the heads of the house but | was |ike the man
of the house.

Interviewer: How was that for you?
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Respondent #3

Strange, because in a house w th nothing but wonen.
Not hi ng against ny nother, but | was in a house with
not hi ng but wonen and there was no nmal e rol e nodel there.

| didn’t have a dad there; | amthe only one there.
actually had to play dad to ny brother and nmy cousin. M
aunt was at work and ny nother was at work, | was the one

taking care of them And when | reached about 15-16,
they didn’t have noney, they cane to ne because | had a
job. 1 was trying to help ny nomand themto pay the
bills and stuff like that. [It’s kind of hard when you
know you are 15-16 years old and you are in a house ful
of wonen and you are the only male in there. M little
brot her did not understand what it was |iKke.

Respondent #2

You know the bad thing about this is when we are in this
position this is all we know W don’'t know how it is
with a man in the household, so it was all trial and
error. | did not see a man get up everyday and a man
bring his work check honme to buy food, pay bills. So it
was trial and errors for us if we learned that at all.
And as far as nme learning growing up and |earning to be
i ndependent that neant that | did not get nmany hugs and
kisses. So | had to teach nyself to give that to ny
children and ny femal e conpanion. Because | just did not
get it. There was a lot of trial and error. | had to
learn fromny m stakes.

Interviewer: So are you saying that, as a male, it was
not al ways cl ear what you should be doing?

Respondent #2
No, never. It was trial and error.

Interviewer: Trial and error! Even though people had
certain expectations for you? (No answer...)

Respondent #3

It’s hard to explain to a teacher that ny dads’ out of
town so there's nothing | can do.

But Iike | said, being in a household of wonmen is totally
di fferent things because you know you are a man and there
is always that expected role even though wonmen are there.
You know my nomuse to tell me, “why don’t you hel p your
brother wwth this and that”, and | would try to tell her,
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| amnot his dad. | didn't have a dad so how can | be
put in the role of being a father to my brother when
really at times | didn't have a dad around. [It’s kind of
hard to fulfill that role of being a nale.

Respondent #2
Can you read the question again so that sonme of the other
guys can answer ?

Interviewer: Yes. What has your experience as a nale
been in your famly? Any that haven't answered.

Respondent #4
What ' s your nanme again? Okay mne has been |ike

(respondent #2), | was supposed to be independent. No
hugs, no kisses. | had to learn to give affection. M
father, no father in the house. | come froma single
parent honme. It was |like his.

Respondent #2

We have to live and | earn what’ s working, going to
school, getting a job and going there on tine. W had to
learn that shit. You know it seened |ike nmy whole nale
life, nost everything | get | had to |earn. But you know
when you asked the question,

What was the role in the famly or what it is? Wat is
it or what was it?

| nt ervi ewer:
VWhat has it been?

Respondent #2

Because you know sonewhere along the line |I got put in
different positions in the famly; responsible one, the
one who takes care of others, the rational one, the one
you didn’'t nmess with, the one who woul d support you, the
one who woul d be there.

So, ny role has changed a few tines.

| nt ervi ewer :
Let me just nmake sure | get to everybody here. D d you
want to say sonething?

Respondent #5

(I't was difficult to understand this person)
Respondent #2

I ron your shirt, wash your cloths, everything, cook.
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Respondent #5
Go to the store.

Respondent #6
| still do it now.

Respondent #2

But you know when | was a little guy, | use to conplain
that this is girls work and nomwoul d explain to nme. She
did help me, by explaining to me howto wash the dishes
and clean up. So she did help nme; | am not conpl ai ni ng.

| nt ervi ewer:
Do you want to say sonething?

Respondent # 2
Do you renenber the question?

Yes

Respondent #2
Just read it one nore tine.

I nt ervi ewer:
What has your experience as a mal e been?

Respondent #6
As a boy I did not have a father. So ny brother tried to
pl ay the father. W stayed into it.

I nt ervi ewer:
You and your brother stayed into it?

Respondent #6
Yeah.

I nt ervi ewer:
Al right... Let me nove on to the next question, if you
all don'"t mne. W are a little pressed for tine.
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2.Can you see any differences or simlarities in how you
were treated as a child and now how you are treated as an
adul t ?

Respondent # 1
Ch hell yeah.

Q her respondents:
Laught er

Respondent #2
By our famly or society?

I nt ervi ewer:
Bot h or however you interpret the question?

Respondent #1

Well, | say when | was growi ng up my nonma woul d say,
“you ain’t got no opinion”. \Watever | say you shoul dn’t
chal l enge. That’'s the rule ny nom had.

Respondent # 2
Cause you tal k-an back

Respondent #1
You all know I’ m Sout hern and Sout hern peopl e, your noral
was you didn’'t disrespect nomand dad. Your opinion was
getting snart.

Respondent # 4
And sarcasti c.

Respondent # 1
And in different areas they say; well you have an

opinion. | amtrying to tell you this, but if you in the
wrong, you gitten smart. | look at ny self now, you
know, | say to ny self you know you did sone stuff that

was wong. But | nmean you didn't play with us, she even
said | didn't believe in playing with children. M/ dad,
now he was nore the interactive one. M role with ny nom
was you no different then the girls.

I nt ervi ewer:
So as a child you felt that your opinion did not matter?
It was not inportant? How do you feel now as an adult?
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Respondent # 1
As an adul t?

| nt ervi ewer:
Yes.

Respondent # 1
| grow on the norals that ny nom gave ne.

| nt ervi ewer:
Do you feel like that’s changed?

Respondent #1

Yea, | nmean it’s a lot of stuff ny nomdid that prepared
me for alot of stuff. Like ny nother, grandnother and
ny father always told ne to learn how to take care of
your self. If you don’t get married your norals wll
stay with you, and to this day |I am cooki ng, and cl eani ng
is sonething I do regularly. You know, and then they say
don’'t be afraid to stand up for your self. |If the
situation calls for you being a man about it, be a man.
Don’t just |et nobody do to you and hurt you. You know,
and | kind of stuck with that one. | nean it’s a |ot of
stuff nmy parents have said that | did not choose to do.
And you know | amthe first to graduate out of my nonis

four children. | had nmy own apartnent, did not have any
children. | guess they |ooked at ne and said ***** js
going to make it, he ain't got no children and ain’t got
nothing. | guess they look for nme to just be the big
time of the famly. | guess that’'s what they | ook to ne
as.

| nt ervi ewer:

| amnot sure if you have answered if there are
differences in how you were treated then and how your
famly treats you now Do you feel like they stil
listen to you or not?

Respondent #1

Yea, she listened to ne. M and ny nom | say growi ng up
were not all that close, but as | got older the
simlarities that me and ny nom have drawn cl oser, we
interact nore, we joke nore, and she is there for ne
enotionally. | amthere for her enotionally and
financially if | can, whenever she needs the help. Then
| see things different then | do know. After | got

older, | got alittle wiser. A lot of the stuff she did
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after tinme she doesn’t do the sane things anynore, it’'s
different.

| nt ervi ewer:
kay, so you all changed? You changed she changed?

Respondent #1
Yea.

| nt ervi ewer:

Those changes, it seens |like you are saying that she
listened to you differently as an adult then she did when
you were a child.

Respondent #1

Yea, because | was an adult. | can speak to nmy nom |
won't | ash out at her cause she’s still nmy nom She has
been ny age and | ain’'t been hers.

I nterviewer: Right!

Respondent #1

So | speak to her and | et her know, you know, that wasn’t
right and you wong about that. And say | understand you
sayi ng somet hing from your experience and saying
sonething that try to prepare ne for a bad outcone or a
good outcone. But you know I’mgonna listen, but | ‘m

al so got to experience a lot of things for nyself too.
Now when | am wong, you know | amgoing to tell you, you

know you were right about that but | just had to see for
my self.

Respondent #2

You know | amsurprised that | amstill alive today. But
unm ny nomtaught us how to keep things clean and |
still live in a clean house. One thing that is different

nowis ny opinion, and ny famly val ues, ny manhood.
Interviewer: Wiy do you think that is *****,

Respondent #2
My opi ni on?

Interviewer: Yea, why do you think it’s val ued now verses
when you were a chil d?

Respondent #2
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Vell | think it’s because age, maturity or maybe they do
see how !l live ny life or address issues. | try to do
that in rational ways different fromold behaviors.

Respondent #3

The difference between when | was young and now i s that
when | was young | |iked hangi ng out, staying out |ate,
this that and that. Mm was al ways on ny case about;
“you need to do that or this, this, that and the other”
Now that | amolder, |I’ve actually acconplished sonethi ng
inny life. Like when | was young | always thought no
one cared, but when | was doing bad everybody cared. Now
| ama better person, like they really don't care. Like
take for exanple ny brother he is the msfit of the
famly so everyone cares about him But ne it don’t
really matter, so | can tell the difference between when
| was young and now that | have gotten older. Wen | was

younger, hangi ng out, nom would always call “how you
doing, this, that and the other, when you all coming to
visit me?” Nowits like, I'll see you when | see you.

I f you cone over you cone over, if you don’t, | am not

even worri ed.

Respondent #2

You know there is one thing | mssed, and then | am going
to l et sonmeone else in, and so what | know I’ mtaking a
risk. One of the things that’s simlar now today as when
| was a little boy? Wen | was younger | mght have been
angry for different reasons. But now you know | amreal
mature and | can’t do the sane stuff. But the anger is
still there froma kid to now.

I nterviewers: How about you other guys? Do you have
anything you want to share related to the topic? Can you
see any differences or simlarities in how you were
treated as a child and as an adul t?

Respondent #1
| do!

Interviewer: Hold up, I want to nmake sure we get
everybody, because we are running out of tine.

Respondent #4
Yea, practicality, between then and now?

I nterviewer: Right!
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Respondent #4
Vell my nomis deceased now.
That’s why it’s kind of hard for ne.

Respondent #5
Yea, ne too.

Respondent # 2

Well you know one thing | was thinking ***** is how
things are different now \Wen | was a little boy the
White man woul d al ways | ook over ny head. Now the Wite
man has to ook at me in ny face.

G oup Laughter

Respondent #2

O the teachers, Wite authorities want to say sonething
wasn't true now it gets a little deeper. Now they want
tocall me M.*****  Then they wanted to rub ny head and
say cone on little boy you want a nickel

G oup Laughter

Respondent #1

| think that is true; especially what you said about
growing up in the school. Teachers | ook |Iike they have
lost all that now. Wiich, which it varies fromsituation
to situation.

Respondent #2

You know when we were boys the teachers were scared of

us. Now that we are grown, | nean when we were grow ng up
we were scared of the teachers, now they are scared of

us.

Respondent #1

And another thing | use to hate was when ny nomma was
nore towards the girls then she was towards the boys.
Cause we had to be in shit, before the sun go down and
the girls they run away doing this and all that. And the
one thing I use to hate, that use to piss nme off, and I
use to cry in sone people’s face, but | broke all that
shit up cause ain’t no use to crying and doing this and
that. Hell, now sonetines | can’t even get ny self to
cry. The one thing | use to hate is that she would be so
hard on the boys, the boys only do this, the boys only do
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that, they gonna go fuck and get babies but then the
girls are the ones that end up being the first ones to
get pregnant. We don’t end up having babies until we are
in our twenties.

Respondent #2

Wel |, what about this guys? You know a | ot of us were
raised to be so tough when we were little, but now that
we are older we are not allowed to show those feelings
and we are kind of hard-core.

Interviewer: Have you all ever heard the term “love our
daughters but raise our sons?”

Respondent #1
| ain"t ever heard that.

G oup | aughter

Respondent #2
**Difficult to understand his response.

Respondent #1

But ny father was conpassionate he told nme in a

conpassi onate way, “know there are things in |life that
are going to hurt you”. The one thing that sticks in ny
mnd until this day, it took a while for nme to kind of
real |y understand what he was trying to say, but he told
me sonething that really nade sense. He said “let ne tel

you sonet hing son, |’ve been through the good tines and
the bad and there is one thing | want you to renenber”
and | laughed. He told ne to “be cautious of whatever

you do in life especially towards a wonen, cause ain't
nothing in this world that can hurt you nore then a
wonen”. | laughed and said yea right, but when that
situation happened the past becane the present and it

ki nd of opened up ny eyes that | always respect wonen.

But it opened up nmy eyes that the things | tell | am
telling you fromexperience, and | amtelling you because
| love you. And | want you to do different in a
relationship with your famly then | did wth your nom

Respondent # 2

That’ s the difference between being ol der because now we
can understand what our parents and grandparents were
trying to tell us. It really makes a difference being

ol der.
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Respondent #1
Big difference!

Respondent # 2

When we were younger you hear all this stuff and you
think I don’t know what they are saying. So it nmakes a
big difference. W should go on Larry.

| nt ervi ewer: Yea.

3.What is it like to be an African Anerican nmale in this
society, and is that experience different fromthe one
you have in your famly? What | amtrying to get at is
how your famly relates to you

Respondent #1

This is a good topic. One thing related to how ny famly
relates to ne, for which I am bl essed very bl essed, that

is color barriers. M nomalways told ne “we don’t give

arat’s ass who you're dating as long as they are

treating you right”. But a lot of tines | see people
aski ng questions. Wy you dating that person; why you
dating that person? | don't know how it is yours, | can

only speak for ny self | nean it’'s a |l ot of obstacles
date people of any color, so | amnot just going to say
Wi te.

Respondent #2
So your fam |y supported the things you did?

Respondent #1
Yes t hey did.

Respondent #2
A lot of people in society don’t support that.

Respondent #1

A lot of people in society don't support people dating
out of their race. You got sone ignorant races but |

al ways trust in nyself and nmy nomtrust in ne. She
drilled into ne that you should not judge no nan, because
i f you judge anybody you got to start deep within your
self first. | don’'t care who you' re dating or who you're
seeing, if you re happy | amstill going to claimyou and
accept her because she has not done any wong to ne.

Mot her told ne that it doesn’t matter what color or race
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a personis, if the person is going to do you wong they
going to do wong regardl ess of what color they are.

Respondent #2
Fam |y supports and in society you re on your own.

Interviewer: So famly supports and in society you re on
your own.

Respondent #2
In society you're on your own. (Difficult to understand
responses.)

Interviewer: W have about ten mnutes left, so | am
going to ask everybody to keep answers brief so we can
get through question three. The third question is; what
isit like to be an African American nale in this
society, and is that experience different fromthe one
you have in your famly?

Respondent #4
Well for me, ny famly isn't here. M nomdied from
cancer six years ago in Detroit. | had support fromthe

famly but if you are African Anerican you re on a totem
pol e.

Interviewer: You feel like that in society?

Respondent #4
Yes.

Interviewer: So that’s how you feel about society not
your fam|ly?

Respondent #4
Correct.

I nterviewer: The next question is:
4. VWhat do you think would be inportant wi sdomto pass on
to a son?

Respondent #1
The best wisdom| can give is to respect other people no
matt er what they have done to you. They are still a
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human bei ng, respect them and show sone courtesy. | am
not saying let them hurt you, but be considerate because
now days people would rather run you over then say get
out of the way.

G oup nenber
They sure wll.

Respondent #1

Don’t be afraid to | ove soneone who has done wong to
you. Don’'t be ashanmed to admt you did wong and | won’t
hold it agai nst you.

Interviewer: So what about other folks? Wat do you
t hi nk woul d be good wi sdomto pass on to a son or
daught er ?

Respondent #3
Basically, it’s |like he was saying. Have respect for
ot hers.

Respondent #4
The sane thing he said, which is to have respect.

Respondent #2

And even though we don’t have no spirituality you still
hear the word God com ng out of our nouths. M ne would
be, and | said it a mnute ago, | would tell all Black
boys and all Black girls to live and learn. Don’t be nad
about it and cry because you are suspended or you went to
prison, you live God damed it, now you know.

G oup Laughter

Respondent #2

It sounds funny. But you know we can be mad about shit
t hat happens to us in our whole life. W lived it and
experienced it and now | am suppose to know. If | was
told, as a little boy I'd be sharp, but you know
carried anger with nme for so many years because stuff
happened to ne and that was ny fault. But you live and
| earn, you hear ne?

Respondent #5
|’d say keep their heads up and al ways be strong. No
matter what situation they're in. |If a schoolteacher



The Role of African American Males In the Family Tucker 16

tells themthey are not doing sonething right they should
al ways keep their head up.

Respondent #2

Li sten up, because here is another one. W need to start
telling our kids that they can be anything they want as
|l ong as they keep a plan and goal. If you have a plan
and goal you are bound to get there. If you practice,
practice, practice |ong enough you can play any damed
instrument. If | keep playing the guitar for five years
you dammed right | amgoing to be a good guitar player
The sanme thing goes for a goal and plan, if | keep at it
| am bound to get there and son you can be anything. You
want to be the president or a doctor. You damed ri ght
you can be a good doctor, cause you got twenty year to
prepare, why wouldn’t you be? Let’s go ahead Larry.

Interviewer: Last question, you guys are doing fine.
5. What woul dn’t you want to pass on to your son or
daught er and why?

Respondent #1
Don’t | et anyone force your actions to get you out of
control. Don't |let people control you and don’t trust

people if you are not certain of their notives.

Interviewer: So you are saying that it is inportant for
you to lead so that they don’t excuses about ...

Respondent #1
Let nme say this, always | ook forward to failing inlife
first. |If you succeed good, but failure will lead to

nore Success.

G oup nenber
What was the question again?

Interviewer: Wat wouldn’'t you pass on to your son or
daught er and why?

Respondent #5

Negative influence. As a parent you know you see your
child they’'re doing fine, help them keep their self-
confidence. Don't say, well you failed today so you wi ||
probably fail the next test too. Gve themthat w sdom
and courage so that on the next test they will have the
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confidence to pass it. |If you start young with the
negativity that’'s what they will grow up wth.

Interviewer: So, you want to stay away fromthe
negativity.

Respondent #5

| nean it’s |ike being near a group. Just because this
person over here made a m stake he don’'t need all that
put on him But you can still say, hey man what you did
is wong and here is how you can correct it and it’s the
sane way with your child.

Respondent #6
Be a | eader and not a follower, nmake your own
suggesti ons.

Interviewer: Anything you want to say?

Respondent #4
Don” t follow the wong crowd. Stay with the good peopl e
so if anything wong happens you weren’'t a part of it.

This was the end of the questions and the interview The

i nterview ended abruptly because the subjects needed to

| eave because their transportation fromgroup to hone was
wai ti ng outside. The group appeared to answer the questions
to the best of their ability and understanding. It is
difficult at tinmes to understand what sone of the subjects
wer e sayi ng because of slang m xed with southern accents.
Overall the subjects seened confortable with the questions
and sonme of the discussion even appeared sonewhat
therapeutic for them
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