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The purpose of this study is two-fold: examine the racial, gender, and

ace make-up of gangs in L Claire. Wisconsin, and 1o study the COMMUNIAS

pereeption of gangs, The results of this study will be shared with the Eauw Clore

Arca Sehool Districtas well as the i Claire Area Police Department to assistin

combating the ging problem in Fau Claire.

A rescarcher-made questionnaire, hased on the 1ikert seale. was used o

survey the adult community of Eau Claire as well as the Eighth and Tenth arikle

student population, Results were cvamined through the use ol a cross-tabulation

ol responses, Reconmmendations for solvig Gie gang pre Dloem were given.




"

Supgestions were made as 1o how to deal with the racal perceptions and tensions

in the area of vangs in Fau Claire, Wisconsin,
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION
This chapter will present the statement ol the problem. the research
hypothesis and the research ohjectives. Definition of terms will also be presented.
Ciangs in any own or ity are problem and require speciit] sehool
Progriums, community programs, and police progriams 1o combat them. Oneea
town has firmly established that there is indeed a gang problem in the community
action can he taken to address the situation and resolve the problem. T town has

a gang problem as wellas raetal tensions. however. different steps musl he tiaken

i order to resolve hoth situations,
I Lo Claire. Wisconsin it is documented that there are gangs i the

community. The issue, however, s whether or not there are racial issues

conneeted to the gang problem. This study examined the cang problent in Eau
Claire as well as investigated 18 there was ndeed racial tension conneeted to the
TRURE R

Ciangs lase been around sinee the beginning of this century. i not loneer.
The first doctmentation of gy activity was conducted by sociologist, Fredrick
A Thrasher in the 192075 (Horowitz 1996), Thrasher's study ok seven yeins o
complute and 15 one of the most thorougeh analysis of gang activity there s today.

[ this study heanaly zed over one thousand Chigago cangs. T his book, The




Gang. Thrasher contended that a “hoy with time on his hands. especially in o

crowded shum environment. is almost predestined o the life of the gang™ (1996).
According to Thrasher. broken homes. low snciocconomic status, run down
neighborhoods, thrill-seeking hehavior., and to gain the respect of older gany
members are the main reasons for joining a gang (1990).

Larry Bratt, an inmate serving a hfe sentence for homicide at the
Maryland State Penitentiary in Baltimore. says that the main reason vouny people
join gangs is for a sense of belonging. He iterviewed three teenage inmates that
had heen in gangs, all serving time for murder: they all stated that they struggled
i1 sehool and felt Tike outeasts. thus, they urned to television for comfort, The
programs they watched depicted the rewards of gang activity, They felt the risks
involved with joining a gang were well worth it because they had nothing else 1o
live tor (Bratt, 19961,

Many adolescents who join gangs do so as result of low self=esteen and
feel they have little else to live tore The detrimental lives are not meaningtul
and i their minds ondy good could come from joining a gang. Many join wangs
ala very voung age. thus learning the gany lifestvie and are nable to Teave as
adults. A few, however, have managed 1o leave the gany hifestyvle and provide a
better lite for themselyes,

There are different Tevels of gang involvement which usuatly vary with

aoe (Fal, 1993 The first stage. and nios! mportant stige tor prevention, s the




cwanna-be” stage. This person s ustadbly around the ages ol ten to twelve vears
old. e or she imitates the behavior of gang miembers: whether or not they
actually know or hang oul with real gang members does not matier. The
“peripheral.” is the person who is a part-time gang member, He or she Rashes

gang signs. dresses like o wang member and may perform minor delinguent acts.

but not ilegal ones. This member is ustally around the ages of thirteen o ffteen.

Noxt is the maltiliate™ this fevel makes up the core of the gang, This person 1s
usually fifleen to nineteen years old and commits the ilegal as well as the most
violent acts. The “hard-core™ member ¢ one who is in the gang for fife and will
dice for as well as kifl for his or her gang. This person 1s usually twenty yeirs old
and up. Finally. the Tast level is the “third-generation™, This gany member 1s
born into the gang lilestyle and knows no other way of Tife (Lal, 1993,

Ciangs are usually racially segregated. There are all tvpes of racial gangs:
Hispanic zangs. African American gangs. Caucasian gangs, Asian cangs. as well
s Southeast Asian gangs, VieUanese gings and Hmong gangs (Lawson. U4,
All Tacets of Asin gangs are somv of the most powerlul as well s fastest
DTOWTL LNgS i the United States today (Pone, IRRIHE

The Himong, one of Americi’s newest immigrants. have begunto b
coneerned about their adoleseents. As history has shown. dolescence 18
difticult period forany mndividual to adjust toand go throngh. TUis aperiod ol

confuston. chaos, maladjustiment tKnox, 1991, Many vouth see themselves

e




as unique individuals and separate from their families and communitics. This
could be partly due to the influence of outside society. education. and television.
Thinus that they are exposed Lo everyday help them to identify and solidify their
impression of the world. To add to this already confusing time for Hmong,
yvouths. their parents are busy learning the English Tanguage and providing the
hasic needs for the family-food. shelter. and clothing, Many parents at this timie
are nol taking the time o reflect on how the new changes would attect tanuly
members: they believe that if the family™s basic survival needs were hemng met.
then the issues such as child discipline and respeet for rules and values woutd fall
o place. As time has shown us. this was not the case. As the children grew
into adolescents. they started to exhibit behaviors that parents were not
comfortable with or ready to handie, for instance. the increase of Timong vouths
involved in illegat activities and the inerease of gangs in the Hmong community.
I some Hmong communitics. vouths which are defiant and out ol control present
(he vravest concern to Himong service providers, parents and Jeaders (Vang.
1999). Sadly. in some isolated cases the conflict between Fhmong parents il
their defiant children have driven parents to commit suicide or murder their
spouse and children. in the city ol Eau Claire Tast year. Mr, Moua Killed his wite
and 17 vear-old diughter. His danghter’s continual owt -of -control behaviors led
him o feel inadeguate as a parent and seen as a Failure i the eyes of his

community (Leider-Telegram, TOU8)




Crangs are evervone’s problem. They are in large cities as well as sniall
towns and affect many adolescents” lives inone way or another. According to
Officer Ed Sturgle of the Eau Clare, Wisconsin Police Department gangs e
evervivhere, He siays one ofthe greatest problems e faces 1s the fact that Lau
Claire is so close to larger cities. Gang members drive into small towns like Eau
Claire 10 reeruit as well as commit criminal acts (Sturgle, 1999

Ciang activity must be talked about and researched inorder to prevent
qdolescents [rom joining gangs in the first place. Often time communities say,
won't happen in our town.”™ Or. “My son or daughter will nol become i gang
member.” The facts are that gangs are evervivhere, A community’s bust delense
is carlv prevention, not deniat.

A review of the literature shows that gangs are formed for protection as
well as for a sense of belonging. Studies hive also shown that gangs are racially
seareeated. Therefore. the research hypothesis for this study is that it zangs exist
i Fan Claire. they will be ractally segrewited and will have formed for the
purpose of identity and protection,

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study was Lo deseribe the pereeptions and ivalvement
in vangs by cighth and tenth erade students in the Claire School District as
mieasured by arescarcher-made. likert-seale questionnaire. A sample of the adult

population with also be surveved. The specttic objectives ol s study wene:
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1 To determine the extent to which gangs exist in kau Claire. Wisconsin.

> To determine the community’s racial perception o gangs i i
Claire. Wisconsin,
3. To determine if gangs are portrayved accurately by the media,

3. To determine the effect gangs have on the comniunity.

L

To assess the demographics of vangs in Eaw Claire, Wisconsin,

Definitions

Giang: A group ol adolescents with a common name who come together

for socializing. protection, as well as committing delingquent and/or

unlasw ul acts,




CHAPTER I

REVIEW OF LITERATURY

This chapter will focus on the history of gangs as well as the history of the
Hmong. The link between Eau Claire. Wisconsin and gangs will be discussed
along with racial issues affecting the arca,

A review of the literature on gangs has shown various reasons for the
development of gangs in America. One such ook at the development of gangs I8
that of Robert 1., Bonn, In his rescarch he concluded that gangs have existed as
part of American history and can be traced as fur back as the 1760°s (Bonn,
1984). History has also shown that gangs came out “wlong racial and cthnic lines™
(Bonn. 19841, As Bonn (1984) pointed out in his work, the “irish gangs were the
lirst 1o emeree. followed by German, Jewish, and ltalian gangs.” Gangs existed
in racial and ethnic groups for various reasons. My come together for
protection and a sense of belonging. Historicallyv, ethnie street gangs hay e formed
i urban environments characterized by “racial discrimination. cconomic struggle
and rapid transition™ CThrasher. 19275 Al types of racial gangs enist today:
African American eangs, Hispanic gangs, Caucasian gangs, Asian gangs.
Southeast Asian gangs and within the Southeast Asian gangs there are
Victnamese cangs., Laotian gangs and flmong gangs (hawson, 1994 Nost
recently Asian gangs have been getting a Jotofattention. [Uis not SUrPrising sinee

Asian gines are becoming one of the most powerful as well as Fstest yrowing




gangs in the United States today (Ponce, 19901 Asian gangs has e rapidly

emerged in arcas that have a high concentration of Asian immmgrants’ California
and Minnesota.

Thrasher's study of Chicago gangs in 1927 concluded that, "uangs were
typically associated with deteriorating neighborhoods, Timited recreation, foss ol
parental control. poor cducation, and poverty™ (Horowitz, 199614, Fhrasher ¢1927)
states that hroken homes low sociocconomic status, thrill secking. and respect tor
clder gang members are many reisons why adoleseents foin gangs. “Protection,
the prompting of friends and.or relative. the desire o make money through druy
sales. and the status associated with being i gang member™ are some mare reasons
vouth join gangs (Decker & Van Winkle. 190963, The most recent number ong
reason for vouth joining i ging wias oxeitement™ (Stargle, 1999 1T many joimed
hoeause of exeitement or the thrill ofit how can we provide preventative
programs fo compete? Many joined atan carly age and are unable to gctout. The
vang subculiure is uiversally based on the coneept ol “strong, hard-core
leadership.” which attempts to maintain control of alitliate assoctate rankmg
members as well as vouthful marginal fringe members whoare often tested
through initiation rights before carning stitus or rank withina particular gang,

Gangs are serious business. They iy form tor a sense of belongimg or
profection, however most become violent very quicklv. finthe F9967s gang

activ ity has hecome more ad more violent. Activities now e lude ageravated




assatll, arson, awto theft, drive-by shootings, rape. drug dealing, extortion. home
invasion, homicide. prostitution and robbery (venrad, 1993),

Juveniles make up the majority of membership in gangs i they are also
most alfected by gang violenee, According to Loren Ivenrad, teenagers are more
likely to be victims ol gang erimes than adalts (Evenrud, 1993) Twenty pereent
of teenage sang attacks happen in or near a park or school. [t has been estimated
that male wang members commit erimes six more times than others withy similar
hackerounds who are not ina gang (hyenrud, 1993),

According to Frik Parsets, capitalism is responsible for ganpes, e
helicves that capitalism causes inequities because it does not provide full
cmploviment to all citizens, When given o choice between part-time work with a
silary of $5.23 an hour and selling drugs for $300 4 week the decision for most
urhin vouth s simple (Parsels. 1990),

The Hmong teenagers enter ther adoleseent Hiie full ol confusion and
identity crisis. I therr haste to assimilate into the majorty culture, thes lose the
cultural identity (Voe, 19991 Many Himore parents are at - loss mdeahing with
their adolescent teemizers, In 1 aos, the Himong did not have acteenage stage,
There was ehitdhood, which usoally ends atazce twelseand then there was
adulthood, T order to better uderstand the Thoong e Npercis i s anportant 1o

look at therr history id origin,
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he prectse ongin of the Himong is ohsenre, but various attemplts have
been made to link the Himong to the Chinese. The Hmong were called "Niao™ by
e Chinese: still other groups cabl them "NMea™ honiever. the preferred name s
Himong. which means, “ree™ (Yiang. 1993 Chan. 1994 & Hamilton-Merrit,
1993), Al historians point o and support the idea that the Hmong originated
rom Ching during the LM ad 17" contury (Chen, 1904 umilton=Nerritt: &
Quiney, 1988). The Himong were hill tribe people from China, The Catholic
missionarics were the first westerners o make contact with the Timong i China
during the 17" century (Quiney. 1988y In China's history, the Himong were
cdeseribed s an ancient people who oceupied the fertile Yellow River basin long
betore the Chinese themselves migrated into the aren” CAdams & MceCoy, 197
& Quiney 1988y, In addition. the Chinese text charieterizes the Himong as the
first enemy of the Chinese. | ater. Father AL Savina. a French missionary wis
credited Tor developing a written langunage for the Hmong and started to record
their legends. whieh had been anded down from generation to generition oratly.
i addition. i the 193075, Willam Smalley was also known s the creator of the
mong written Tangoage as b is known today and widely used (header-"Telegran,
Lou7) Saving later deseribed the Thmongas “nale vellow incomplexion. ahmost
whtte, their hair is often light or dark brown. sometimes cven red or carnesiik
blond. and fow even have pale blue eyes” (Oainey. 1988y, o further support this

e Teeends of ald Chimateld byl aotian Thimong depret the Hmong i the carly




Gmes as “white™, with pale skin and light hair (Quiney. TOSS). This was before
(he Chinese started to destroy the Timong by ordering mass exeeutions. Miny
alder Hmong believe that “because mong with light skin and Gir hair were easy
to single out form the general population. most were killed™ (Quiney. TYSS). This
deseription has led many anthropologists to belicve that perhaps the Fhinong’s
homeland Tay outside of Asia (Chan, 1994 & Ouiney, 1988). The Hmong being
hunted by the Chinese had no choice but to Tee China and migrated southeast and
settled in the countries of Laos, Vietnam, and Thailand. They hved apeacelul hie
in the mountains of Laos until the Vietnm War, During the Vietnam War, the
Himong served as and were also know s the Central Intellizence Aueney's (CLA)
Seeret Armyin Laos (Hamilton-Merrit, 1993). The reason the Flitong 's
Dvolvement with the CEA was kept seeret was because the agreemeil between the
Uited States povernment and the Hmong officials was made without the
knowiedge of the American people and the Himong people (hiamitton-Nterritt.
1993). Jlence. the Himong's role was kept seeret until atter the war wis fost i
(0735 [he Hmong suttered numerons causalities the vwar, furthesmore, with the
Himong's decision to aid the Pimted Stitess the commumnist or Pathet Lo tareeted
the Himong for execntion. As for the Amertean soldicrs, they came home, Forthe
Hmong soldiers, there wis no hone to return o, he Thimong were then foreed to
live on refueee cinps tor the reniinder ol the war, For thirty-1ive vears the

Finong sithstond continuos fightma and terror. Fhev Jost one-third of ther




population to the war, Their farms and villages had been destroyed. They were
loft with limited choices. to flee for their Tives to other conntries or hide i the
jungle. 1 1975, Gienerad Vang Pao, head of the Himong army wits aranted
political asylum and moved o Montam and lager Californs, tens ol thousands
Fmong Telt Laos, Thailand. and Vietnam to tollow their leader in hopes ol
attaining a better life in the United States (Quiney, T985).

Sinee 1973, there are more than 110 thousand Himong political refugees
who have entered the United States. Calitornia, Minnesota and Wisconsin are the
(hree states with the Largest Himong population. The Hmong came to America
looking for a hetter future for themselves and their children, They were
unprepared for the hostility and discrimination Fom Americans. Linable to speak
English, the Hmong's plicht 1o assimilate into the mainstreant culture proved to
he o strugele. Problems facing the Hmong vouth today are adjustment to the
mainstream socicty, identity erisis, defiant and out of control behaviors, and a
powerful altraction o gang life.

There are many differences between the Himong culure and the culture of
the United States that the Himong have had 1o deal with, The biggest chimges are
pateriatism and individuadism, The Himongare a communal people who value
Cunily and togethierness. Most ive i an extended family with the arandparents

beinge the head of the honsehold and respeeted. Tiving insueha orecdy.




independent socicty has been very difficult to adjust to for the Hmong (Quiney,
[USH),

Besides the differences in the tanuly structure the Tinguage difference
iself causes many problems tor the Thinong. Most Fimong are preliterate in their
own language because the Hmong language has only been writien down for about
[ty years (Howard, 1982), This makes it even more difficult to Tearn to read and
write in o new Tanguage, Because the ehildren nsually dearn English quicker and
more thoronehly, theyv are usaually the one who manage most ol the fannlys
alfiivs in the commumnity, This canses much stress on the family because the
clders view this as a loss of authority and respeet (Quiney. TOSS). When this
happens. the children lose respeet tor their family and their traditions beeause
they long to " fitin™ o the Western culture. When this happens many tur 1o
aanys tor s chanee to attin the “eood liie ™

Conditions in Fau Claire, Wisconsin nuke it i prime breeding ground for
vang activity, Eaw Claire has a predominately Caucasian population with a large
Himong nopulation at 2.4%, this is double the state’s average of 110 (Fau Clinre
County. T988) NMany of the older Himong generation are not Titerate in English
ane speaks it poorfy. This makes it very diftienlt for many te vet and maintain
woll paviinye jobs T 19900 70% of Thnong Tiving in Wisconsin swere on public

geststittee. Fhis, hoswever, was o deeline trom TOSS (hau Clagre County, TUNS)




1t should be noted however that not only the Himong population is on pubiie
assistanee or has low paying jobs.

Fau Claire is o growing town with nmany low paying jobs. The median
houschold income in 1997 was $28.859. with 36.0% of the population falling
below the $20.000 mark (Fau Claire County, 1997). For a ity with o population
of roughly 60,000 the median iy income is quite low, This is especially true
when one looks at the faet that Ean Claire’s cost of living is above the national
average (Fau Clare County, 1907, Notonly is Fau Claire a poor towi, itis also
(1 somewhat less educated town as well, According to the 1990 TS census. 8
ol the community had a graduate or professional degree, whereas 9% 0 had less
e o ninth erade education. The Targest segment ot the poputation wis 3537,
which were those with a high school diplon, For a city with a Stare Uhiversity
in it these percentages are low (B Claire County, 1996), Poor ceonomie and
cdueation conditions as well us racial ension make Faw Claire i prime tareet for
LI AChVILY

Another fiactor thit contributes to sy activity 1s how close a ey 1s
loeated o targe ety Lau Claire s only SO miles from Vinneapolhs and St Paul,
\innesots (e Cladre County P98, Both cities are known (or then gany
problems, In et accordine to Officer T Sturgle ol the FFau Clinre police
departinent many angs are very maohile and come to Fag Clare from

Minneapolis s wellas St Panl (Sturele, 19949,




Since 1991 the juvenile arrest rate n L Claire County has exceeded thal

of the state (Fau Claire County, 1996). While sexual abuse as well as neglect
have dectined in reeent vears, physical alruse has risen sinee 1995 (awe Claire
County. 1990), The number of children placed in foster care and group homes in
Law Claire has risen sinee 1992 and the qumber of children in corrections and
therapeutic situations are rapidly increasing (lau Claire County, 1990).

Fau Claire has gone from having no signs of gang activity in 1991 1o
having influence nom approximutely twelve different Factions, with at least halt
of them considered esclusively Claire” gangs. Currenty L Claire s the
home of the Tollowing gangs: Mian of Destruction. Cangster Disciples or Folk 74,
Westside Cripts, Asian Cripts. Simmon City Rovads, and the Viee Fords (Sturgle.
1999, The first siun of gang activity s documented to have oceurred in 1092
witen there was influx of ang-related crime committed by vouth under e 10,
The types of erimes committed were attempted mugder. armed rohbery, car
facking at gunpoint, ad carrving 4 weapon (DPLTYON) Recenily i the Fau
Claire Arcit Schoot District, there wore Lo sehoo! fights and two drive-by
sheotines that ok plice, which has caused some abim for Ny communiy
members. There were rumors that both the (ehts and the dive-by shootings can
be linked to ganyg activities (Golden, T999). LI both of these nicidents are hnhed
to eany activities. then the witne st wit have s profoand vl on the

communty members ot bt Tatre.
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According to the Pride Survey, conducted by the Eau Claire ares School
District on all sixth. eighth, tenth, and tvelith grade students, | students, ont of
the 2041 respondents. reported taking part in gang activities. OFthe respondents
that indicated gang involvement. 136 reported using fiquor, 100 reported using
marijuini, 42 reported using inhalants. and 31 reported using cocame. These
fgures are signilicantly above what non-gang alliliates reported. Liven Flundred
and nineteen of the 2041 students surveyed responded that they had gotin to
trotble with the police. O those responding. cighth and tenth grade students
indicated the highest degree of involvement and [requency 1o bhoth questions
relating o gang activity as well as troahle with the pohee. Seven hundred and
thirty- cight respondents reported being afraid ol another student and 19 of those
feeling afraid reported carrying o gun to sehool. Four hundred and eight-seven
reported getting hurt at school and 14 of those who got hurt reported carrying
it ta school (Eau Claire Sehool District, 1990y, The results of this survey
revealed some interesting facts. These results also confirmes the rdei that ganys

existin Fau Claire and that something needs o be done to solve this cang 1ssue,




CHAPTER 1!
MIETHODOLOGY

This chapter will deseribe the methodological procedures used tor this
studv. First. the location of this study and the reason for it being conducted will
be deseribed, Seeond, the subjeet populition and saimple size used for the study
will be disenssed. Finally, the data collection instrument and procedures will be
desceribed.
Subjects

The subjects were 148 cighth grade and 242 tenth grade stadeats from the
Lau Claire Arca School District. Aiter mecting with Dr. Fred Weissenburyer.
Lxeeutive Director of Student Services. itwas decided that he wonld make the
first conneetion with the schools and explain the project o the primcipals. The
nrincipals then would have the oppuortunity to decide whether they wish 1o
participate in the study i what 1s the best way to carry out the study n thewr
«ehonls, One high sehool and one midd” ool participated because the
principals agreed to be i part of the survey: the other school principals kindy
refused. The age of the participiants wis ot 14 1o 17 vears old. Simee no
cxphicit fanuly or pursonitl lormation was obtained from the guestionminre,
parental pernission wis not required. The principal and viee-prineipal ook full

responsibility for the survess,
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Another set ol dats was collected fronya different poputation. s
population consisted o Fadult members fram the commuruty. The age range for
adull participants wis 20 vears old 1o 02 years old. Subjects varicd in occupations
a5 well as ethnicity.
lnstrunient

The guestionnaire consisted of nine questions based on the likert-Scale
and three ves or no questions. There was one question that dealt with the
cthinicity of gang members on which the participants were asked 1o mark oft the
cthnicity of gang members. Al questions were thoroughty analyvzed by the
roscarchers., rescarch advisors, and wehool personnel.

There was @ sepirite questionnare o e adult community nembers.,
This questionnaire paralleled the stadent gquesttonninge i all WIIL S eXeept SO
words were chaneed to o clild ™ rather than 17 or "my 7
Procedure

The lenuth of time for drstributing and coleeting the student surves s awas
Slarch 26, 1009 10 Aprl 231999 The e s s dropped oftat the schools
and sehools prineipal distributed thene 1o all crehthand tenth grade teachers to
wive to therr stadents dore (eir homeroom. Feachers were mstrueted o sy
exacthy what was printed on the parcket of suryveys and nothimy clse (Scee appendin
A for instrietion on survey) Phe stadents swery intormed that participation was

complutely voluntars and tha thes conld stopatany tiies st s ere
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anonvmous. Onee the survevs were completed. (he teachers were instructed to
colleet them and place them in the principals’ mailbox. The principal picked
them up and kept them i his oftice until the student researcher collected them,

Distribution of adult survevs oceurred over the penod ot March 7. 1999 0
April 22, 1999, Subjects were approached outside Jocal groeery stores as well as
1 area husinesses. All participants werc informed that participation wis
voluntary and that they could stop atany tme. AL SUryeys were anonynmous,
Dato Analysis

The Likert seale questionnaire wis used to measure perceptions aid
atitudes of hoth students and community members in regards to gangs. The data
were examined by a cross-tubulation of responses 1o the survey guestions.
Comparison of responses between Himong and Caucasian participints was
cxamined. N comparison of responses betwveen adult participants, cighth and
tenth erade participants was analyzed. A t-iest for independent gronps was usud

to compare the means to test for significance.
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CHAPTER TV
FINDINGS

This chapter will discuss and analvze the results of this study. First. the
survey results will be discussed: then recommendations will be given.

Results of the survey were obtained from both an adult population as well
as a student pepulation Pwenty-two adults completed the survey, Fifty-seven
pereent of the respondents fell into the 20 10 30 vear-old age range. Fourteen
percent fell into the 30 to 40 vear-old range, Twenty -lour pereent fell mto the 40
to 30 vear-old range. One PArHICIPANE 'S SUIVEY Was discarded beczuse the
participant was not 18 vears old

Table 4. 1-Age of Adult Participants

Age range of adult participants | -
20-30 | i} 57.10%
3-40 .. 1A40%
40-50 , 23.80%
Forty-six pereent were male and 3489 were female

Table 4 2-Adult Male and Female Participants

Female 54 .50%
Male 45.50%

Sixty-Tour pereent of respondents were Cancasians  Twentv-three pereent were

Hmong 9 170 were Native Amenean and -4 57 were Hispanic




‘Table 4.3-thnicity of Adult Participants

Native i .
American .ssp;mc
9% °

Hmong
23%

Caucasiar

63%
[ Caucasian
[J Hmong
) Native American
O Hispanic

Forty-five pereent held oceupations in the skifled fabor foree whereas 53% held
professional positions (See table 44 for breakdown of occupations). Two

participants did not respond to this guesison.

Table 4 4- Adult Occupations

Sk:ll_ Labt_:r 1 4_5%
IProfessional | oplSkill labor

Assistant Director | | 5%Aide

'Bank Examiner | 5%|Certified Nursing Act

%

5%
9%
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Student participants were currently enrolted in the eighth or tenth grade in

the Fau Claire school district for the 1998-99 school vear. One hundred and forty -

. - Wl ] - .
cight participants weie 87 graders and 242 were 10" graders. Forty-cight pereent

were male and 32.1%0 were female  Four students tailed to respond to thes

question. The ethuie break down ol the student participants was as follows: 1.6%

were African American, 2.6% were Asian, 77 6% were Caucasian, 9 3%a were

Hmong. and 1 6% were Native American and 710 indicated an cthrie group

other than the ethnicities stated above Ten participants did not put down their

cthnic heritage (See table 4.5 for graph of cthnicity ol student participants). "Fhis

studyv mainly Tocused on the Caucasian and Hmong populition

Engineer [ 15%Mechanic | 5%
Program Coordinator 5%|Receptionist N - “mmé__"_/—g
T—'i*égistered Nurse  5%|Sales Cler'k__" N A - 5%
Social Worker i 5%|Secretary ) 1T 5%
Teacher ~ | 10%|Student 15%
e | [youtnMinister | 5%
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Ethnicity of student participants

[ African

American
I Asian

1 Caucasian
_ African
A:aetrli\;:(;n Other  AMETICAN LHmong
2%
Hmong 2% 7%_
9%

@ Native

AlT.erican
1 0ther

Caucasian
77%

Table 4 S-Ethnicity of Student Participants

Student and Adult Results Compared

The particinants were asked ifthey identiticd with a gang 11 7% of
students answered “yes” and 88 3o answered Tho 100" of the adult
participants answered "not e pereeit of students responded that they were i
a pang where as 95 2% said they were not This guestion was not asked on the
adult survey. Fifts-one pereent ot the students respanded that they knew someone

m o gang and A9 100 sind they did not know smvone ina gang. Twemy-towr




percent of the adults said they kaew someane in a pang and 76.2% indicated they
did not. Sixteen percent of students have been vietims of gang violence and
83 8% have not. Vighteen percent of adults have been victims ot gang violence
and 81 %4 have not. O those students who responded “ves™ to this question,
57 495 indicated it was a threat. 31,170 said it was intimidation, 3% 3% indicated a
heating. 27.9% indicated extortion (thelt). 59% indicated name calling, 44.3%
experienced harassment, 26.2% idicated drug sales. 21.3% experienced
prostitution, and 164, indicated othei ang activities. Four adults responded
“yves” to this question. but did not indicate the tvpe of gang violenee,

Participants were asked to mark the ethnie make-up ot gang members,
Thev were not fimited in their responses. Three hundred and ninety students and
2 adults responded to this question. Students indicated that gang members are
mosthv: 4209, (166) Aftican Americain. 48.8% (189) Asian. A5 A0 (137)
Caueasian. 27.9% (10R) {hispanic. 635 6% (254) Himong, 20.9% (31) Native
American. and 23 3%, (903 for other The ethnicity of most gang members
reported by the adults were as follows S0% (1) Afncan Amencan. 68 % ( I3)
Asian. 77 3% (17) Caucasian, S0 % (1 Ey Thspamie. 77 3% C17) Himong, 36470 (8)
Native Amotiean. 18 2% (h Other 1tis important to note that adubts mdicated an
caual number of Caocasian and Hmong gang members, whereas the student
populistion reported that the number of Himaong eang membets s double that of

Caucasian pany members




The following 10 questions used the Likert-Scale with I-strongly disagree,

D-disagree., 3-nuetral. J-agree. and S-strongly agree. Results are reported i mean
scores. For giestion T There are gangs in the Fau Claire arca:™ 8% urade
students had a mean score of 4.63. 10" grade students had a mean score of 3.62.
and adults had a mean score of 3.73. Question 2: 7 The media has given an

. . . . . . s H B
accurate picture of gangs in Fau Claire™ 87 grade students had a mean score of

L
L
"

S, 10" grade students had a mean score of 7 28, and adulls had a mean score of
282 Question 371 gangs are active ina town, itis less safe” 8™ grade students
had st mean score of 3,60, 10" grade studests had o mean score of 352, and adults
had a mean score of 2,85 Question 4 ~Fau Claire 1s a sale town'™ 8™ wrade
students had a mean seore of 3.59, 10" prade students had a mean score of 351,
and adults had a mean score ob 3900 Ouestion 3 Students were asked. " would
like to be i a gang ™ 8" erade studessts bad a mean score of |67 and " arade
students had a mean scoure o 132 The adutts were asked. 1 suspeet that iy
child ts i pang” ancd had o mean score of 1 61 Quesgion 6 7 Gang achivity
atfocts my bife ™ 8™ orade students had o mean score o2 25 10t ywrade students
had o mcan score of 733 and adulis nad aonwan score o 282 Ouestion 7.7 Most
pang violence i duected at other pangs” y orade stadents had & mean score of
357 10" prade stdents had amean score of 331 and adults had o mean score of
336 Ouestion § 10 ool 1o be i a sang” 87 prade students had aomean score

M ¥ ,I‘.‘ " -
of 1R H0™ vrade students had comean seore o 1700 and adults had aomean score
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of .46, Question 9. "Gang activity is dirccted at one race more than others are™.

. -l
8" erade students had a mean score of 2,78, 107 grade students hod ainean score
of 2.89. adults had a mean score of 2,68, (Sce table 4.6 for fist of ethnieity stated),

Table 4.6-Ethnicity Stated {or Question 9. s™o 10" & Adult

8th grade
30
20 L
“18th grade
10
N [ -
Any Asian Black Hmong ‘'White
v 10 Grade
30
25
20
15 370 Grade
10
5 e
: -
‘\ S <) (\Cb ,\é‘)
o R4 . N
o QJ(b ‘&\@0 \'Q&Q




Table 4.6 continued

Adults

1.2

0.8
0.6 [ Adults
0.4
0.2

Any Asian Black Hmong White

Ouestion 10, Students were asked. “The school Latend s a sale school™: 8" grade
R | sy

ctudents had a mean score of 3,51, 10" grade students had a mean score ol 341,

Adults were i b “Fau Claire schools are safe”™ and had a mean score ol 3.62.

(e chari below has the breakdown of responses to cach of the 10 questions




Table 4.7-Reported Mean Scores for 8", (O and Adults for Quesiions 1-10.
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Table 4.8
N . Survey Questions 1-10
1. There are gangs in the Eau Claire area.

> The media has given an accurate picture of gangs in Eau Claire.

3. If gangs are active in a town, it is less safe.

4 Eau Clare is a safe town.

5. | suspect that my child iz in a gang.

6 Gang activity affects my ife.

7 Most gang violence is directed at other gangs. o
gy
8 Gang actvily is directed at one race more than others.
et ST T T R




When responses of tvpes of violence were broken down into Sthand 10"
orade participants’ answers were very similar. (See table 4.9 for break down),

" " e N th g 1t
Fable 4 9-Types of Violence Experienced 8 & T arade

8th Grade
“0
"5
10 D ] [J8th Grade
: 1]
ré,\ .'\Q (’}
o N ' 38
O o Z O O
N P e’b& 0“0
10th Grade
20
“5
10 D D H U [110th Grade
5 0 Ul
0 e L
,'b\' Q":)'? Q}
& e e O
K2 NGy Q

Male and Female Student Results Compared
DilTerences between male and femide students responses were found on a

few of the questions Whenasked 7 identify with a pang” there were i total of




179 males and 192 female respondents. Twenty-seven males responded “ves”.
which comprised of 15.1% “ves™ where as .39, (16) of female responded “yes
When asked. =1 am ina gang™ 13 male responded yes with a 7.3% and five female
responded ves with a 2.6%. These figures reinforee previous studices. which
mdicate that males are more likelv 1o be involved i gangs. Twenty percent (36)
of males indicated they had been a vietim ol gang violence where as 12.5% (24)
females did 1 is not surprising that more males have heen victims of gangs
because they are more closely involved with gangs.
Caucasian and Hmong Student Results Compared

i the break down of Hmong students verses Caucasian student responses,
Miere were 38 (11.270) and 293 (88.8%0) respectively. The reason tor focusing on
these two ethnicity is that Fau Claire 1s predomiri.ntly Caucasian, Another reason
i that there are reoceurting tacial tensions between the Caucasian population and
Hmong population in Fau Claire, Six pereent (17) of Caucasian students
responded that they identity with a pang where as there were 26320 (10) for the
Himong student respondents. When asked if they were ina gang onhy T 4%a () of
Caucasians responded ves and 7.9% (3) ol Hmaong students. Forty-six pereent
(131 of Caucasian students stated thit they knew someony i o eang while 711%
(27y of Timong students siid they knew someone o eang Fleven pereent (3)
ol Cirucastan stated that they hase been avietim o gang s wlence while 28.9%

(111 of Thnong Please see chart for breakdown of types of violence experienced
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Mean scores for questions one through en according to the responses of
Caucasian and Hmong students. For question 1 through ten there was no
significant difference for means for Caucasian and Imong respondents. exeept
for questions 6.7 and 8 Hmong students indicated that gang activity affects their
life more than Caucasian students do. Hmong students had a mean of 316 where
as Caucasian students had a mean of 212, which is significant (1 =38, p .0061) .
Hmong students indicated that gang violence s directed at other gangs more than
Caucasian students are. Hmong students had a mean ol L 1TT where as Caucasian
students had a mean of 3 50 Onee again this is significant difference (1 - 349
p001) When ashed ifit was cool 1o be i a gang. IHimong students indicated
more agreement than Caucasian students did Himony students had a mean ol
2 8 and Caueasian students had o mean of 137 A praph ol sl means for cach

question is presented m table 4012

Table 4 TE-Survey Questions

7 “survey Questicns 1-10
1 There are gangs in the Eau Claire area.
2. The media has giv'en an accurate bic'tufe 6f"gé-tigs'ihfé}-:iumC!éir‘e.' |
3 1f gangs are active in a town, it 1s less safe

4 Eau Claire is a safe wwn

5. | suspect that my child is in a gang.
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6 Gang activity affects my life.

7. Most gang violence < directed at other gangs.

8. 1t is cool to be in a gang.

9. Gang activity is directed at one race more than others are.

10 Eau Claire schools are safe.

U

‘Tahle 4 12-Mean Scores for Questions [-10
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Ouestion Y. Gang activitv i, directed at one race more than others.

Respondents were able tow rite in what race they feltwere most aifected.

Responses are grven in the chart below,




Caucasian
40
30
20 O Caucasian
10
; ]
QA’ Q}Q \Q@{* OQ\Q" Qg’

Table 4. 13-Hmong and Caucasian Responses (o Question 9

Hmong
40
30
20 O Hmong
10
o =3 ez e —

Any  Asian Black Hmong White




CHAPTER Y

SUMMARY. CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATIONS

Sumimary
The purpose ol this study was two-lTold: to deseribe cighth and tenth grade

students in the Fau Claire School District’™s and the adult community’s
perceptions as well as involvement in gangs as measured by a rescarcher-made
likert-scale questionnaire. The specific objectives of this study were:
I, To examine the extent to wiiich gangs exist in Fau Claire, WL

2. To determine the community™s racial pereeption of gangs i Fau Clare.

t

To determine il gangs were portraved aceurately by the media,

4. To determine the afteet gangs have on the community,

S0 To assess the demographics of gangs in Faw Clare. The results of this stady
will be shared with the Fau Claire community as weli as the participating
schools and Liw enforcement.

Ciangs do existin the Fan Claire arca Many ol the students reported
heing ina wang or affiliated with o gang, The communiny’s racial pereeption of
cangs ix skewed, While the adult population tended to believe that gang members
wire Caucastan as well as Hmong, the studenis said that the Himong adotescents
were more involved m canes than Caucastan adoleseents: This coubd b due o

the et that for population size. there are more Himong teens e gangs than




Caucasians. The community was rather neutral when it came to the gquestion of
media portrayal of gangs. Gungs have an effecton the Eau Claire community as
they do inany community they iare present in. Both the adutt population as well
as the student population had been affected through vielence or knowing someone
ina wang. The demographics of gangs in Eau Clatre are that the gangs are made
up of both Caucasian as well us Himong students. There are more bovs in gangs
than girls and cighth and tenth grade students are cgually involved.

Conclusions

In this time and age. the isste ol gangs have hecome so emerged in
evervday Tifte that it is no fonger consider [ront page news. unless 1t mvolves other
cthnic wroups, .o Himong, Therefore, it has been placed on the back burner.
Gangs have come 1o be aceepted as @ normaley in todiny's adoleseent society. A
cach immigrant group feams 1o adapt to the evervday lite of the western hife -
stvle. they tend o separate themscelves more and more from their cthnicity and see
themselves more and more as Americims. Perhaps in the minds ofmany Himong
adolescents. being part of o wang is considered being American

The Hmong Bave a rich calture ind its history is as obscare as the people
are. Forany croup of immigrants o adaptand assinnlate mto any high society s
ditficult. Through the vears. the Himong have endured many harshships and
ditficulties. but histors shows that these people thise swhendleft o thetr own

devices, For example. atier mass executions from the Chinese, those who




survived escaped to nearby countries such as 1 aos and Thailand and settled i the

mountianside and live a happy and peacetul life of Girming untit war involved
them again. Again, many that survived the war migrated to ather countries. such
as the Unnited States. France. and Canada, and started rebuilding their lives.
However. the i Tmong did not find peace. A different kind of trouble has tound
them. the adoleseent stage. This time the stakes are Kigher and there does not
SCCTN 1O CASY IRSWT,

It is apparent that gang activity is definitely anissue that needs o be dealt
with by the community at Targe and not just a few chosen agencies. Gangs have
heen 4 issue for many vears and as the vears progressed. the gang 1ssue

continues 1o spread. affecting communities ol all size and location. Noony

community is excluded from the gang issuc. 10 this issue 1s approached with o
holistic view there wottld be more efficiency in terims of development of programs
to deter adoleseents of all ethnic race fram joining gings of any kind.,
Recommendations

Nore research is needed in the arca of zangs and the racial tension they
evoke in the Ean Claire Community. This studs should be conducted ona farger
population. A larger adult population is cspecially necessary in order o fully
assess the community's pereeptions of ganges and the ethme make-up of sangs m
the arei, A fonger survey wonld be able to examine people’s fectings and

pereeptions more aceurately Towontdalso be benelicial to conduct m-depth




interviews with students who are in gangs as well as those who chose not te
participate in the gang lifestyle to find out why leens join gangs.

There have been many programs developed over the years to prevent
adolescents rom joining negative social influences such as gangs. Once such
program is Building Bridges, which was started in 193 by D Rupa Gupta at the
University of Wisconsin-EFau Claire. This program s a colluborative effort by the
commimity and is. therefore, housed at Himong Mutual Assistance Association.
The Building Bridges program hopes Lo close the gap hetween the two different
cultures: Himong and Caueasian by asing UW-EC students to serve s mentors for
young FHimong adoleseents and their Familics. The idea is o provide adoleseents
with a positive role model from the community. the same time, learn from each
other's experiences 1o form a bond and conneetion that will hopetidly deter the
adoleseents from negative social influences (Building Bridges. jOUS)

Upward Bound and the Wisconsin Fducational Opportunity Program
AW EOR)Y have been working with students inhigh school to promate higher
cducation through college campus visits, cultural events. career exploration and
pre-colieee programs (Upward Bound. 1964 WIEOP, Tu67) Both programs
sery e stndents from fow -income tamilies and first peneration students. 1 it
Bound is an intensive proernn which tracks their students throughout out the
school vear and provides troring services weekly vartons subjects to thewr

students. Tn the summer time. students are enrolled i o sin-seek sumnmer school
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program which assists in preparing the students for the following school years’
demanding academic classes. The Upward Bound program is housed at the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and s a result is able to use the factlities. so
classes are held at the university. The students are placed in dormitories lor the
duration of the program. Because of the intensive tracking. Upward Bound is
only allowed to serve a limited number of students, On average the program
serves hetween 30-00 students a vear. On the other hand. the Wisconsin
Iducation Opportunities Program (WEOP) offers various programs for fugh
sehool students to take advantage oft 1t offers programs sueh as the Early
entification Program (E12) W National Larly Intervention Scholarship and
Parmership Program (NEISP) and most recently the Talent Scarch Program ¢1S).
These programs are not as intensive as the Upward Bound Program. Wisconstn
ducational Opportunity Program offers activities throughout the school year and
stdents are required to participate inat feast four activitics. In addition 1o the
qetivitios. stidents are required 1o meet with the WHOP counsclors ona monthly
basis, This allows for one-on-one counseling and at the same time acadene
tracking.

The Youth Coalition is vet another program thit hopes 1o provide
alternatives Tor vouths to deter them from negatise social infuenees (Youth
Coalition). Fhis proeram serves the sime age group as pward Bonnd wd

WEOP and deals with issues caeh as ganes. aleohol, and coordinates activities for




(he community. Furthermore. the Heulthy Communities 2000-Youth Action
Team Meeting is o committee that was founded through a community wide survey
that was conducted by the University of Wisconsin-Fau Claire, This comnutiee 18
discussing the possibility ol building a youth center for Fau Claire. which wiil
provide a safe place for youths to hang out and have fun. at the swme time be
supervised (Healthy Communitics 2000, 1993).

Getting the vouth out of gangs and deterring them front joining in the first
plice is very important: iowever, there s vel another issue that needs to be
addressed and worked on. The issue is racism. Students as well as the
community as 2 whole needs o be aware that Hmong students are not the only
people in gangs, This issue should be addressed at the schools beginning m the
clementary vears. This misperception also needs to be addressed i the
commumity of Eau Claive, The media shoutd aid m shodding light on the subject
as well as community leaders. Forums should be setup to freihtate discussions
<o that the community can work together to combat the racital as well as gang

ISSLIL.
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APPENDIX B
ADUL T QUESTIONAIRL
GLENDER: AGL: vears old
_male
female Z1P CODI.
RACL: OCCUPATION:
CAflrican Amernican
Caucasin
Hinonyg
Native  American
Other
[ ojdentify with o gung VeNS no
| know somceone inoiogang Ve no
[ have heen o victim ol gang violenee ves 1o
Ioves: threat ~ntimidation heating extortion (thett
name calling harissineit drug sales prostitution
uther.
Please check all thar apply:
Gang  members are mostly Afrcan Ameriean CAsEm Caugastan
Phspanic Hmony Nitive American (ther
Please rate how much sou agree or disagrec with the following statements,  Use the

following ke

[-Strongely Disagree
2 DPasagree

3 Newtral

4 .\gI‘L'L'

S Stromgly Agree

I There are watigs in the Fan Clare ared.

! 2 3 4 3
I The mednn has given anoaccurate pioture ol in Fan Claire.
! 2 ; A 3
3000 eangs are active inoa lown, s less sate.
i 2 3 A A
A T Claire s sale town,
| 2 3 A 3
S 1 suspect e s clld s eane
l 2 \ A S
6 Gane acuvity aftects my hie
| 2 A A 5
7. NMost wang violenee s directed ot other gangs,
! 2 3 3 S

N, s L'tlll‘ TRRARS m e

! 2 A A >
i Ciang activitny s diected gt one fave o than others
! 2 3 A S

It so. what rwe
1 Ban Clinre schools ae sale
| ? 3 | S

.~
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APPENDIN 13
ADULT QUESTIONAIRL
GLENDLER: AGHE: vears old
male
femule Z1P CODIL.
RACL OCCUPATION:
African  Amerncan
Cancasian
Ctlmony
Native  American
Other
| identify with o gang Vs o
I know somcone inoa gang S o
| have been o victin of gang violence 0 ves no
I oves: threat _ intimidation _ heating extortion (thelt)
mae calling harassment drug sides o prostitution
other
Please check all that apply:
Gang members are mostly African Ameran ANt Cancasiun
[Tispanic Fhmong Native  American Other
Please rite how  much you agree or disagree with the following  stitements. the

fobowing  Rey:
F-Stronely Disagree
2o Disagree
3 Neutral
boooAvree
5 Strongly Agree

I There e ganes in the Bar Clane area.
| 2 3 | 3

I The redia has given anoaccurie picture of gangs no b Claire,
l 2 3 -4 A
300 0f pangs are achive inoa town, it oas fess safe,
| 2 3 4 3
A Fan Claire s o sale town,
I 2 3 4 N
S suspedt that oy chidd s e apang,
| 2 A A S
6. Gang activity alfects oy lite.
| 2 3 | A
7 Mot wimy violenee s divected at other vangs
I 2 3 A S
S s cool o beoan o mang,
[ 2 3 A 3
y Gine activity s diected at one race mor than others.
I 2 3 ! S

11 w0, what racye .
10 Laun Chine schoals e sl
! ] 3 4 5
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APPENDIN €
STUDENT QUESTIONAIRT |

GENDIER: GRADIL: |

mie Sth grade

female o 1orth grade
RACT:

African  American

Asian

Caucusian

FHimony

Native  American

Other
I identify with o gang, NS o
I am in o gang S no
I know someone inoivang Ve no
I hive been o victim ol gang violence oves 1o

Ioves:  threa _ inthnidation heating ~extortion tthett

name calling _ harassment , drug sides prostitution
other:
Please cheek afl than apply:
Cianye members are mostly AdTican Ameriean Astan _ (Caucasian
Hispanic Himonyg Native American Oher

Please rate how much vou agree or disagree with the following statements. I'se the

followinyg  Key:
- Strongly Disagree
2o Disagree
3 Neutral
4 Agree
50 Strongly Agree

. There are gangs in the Lau Clahie e,

! 2 3 S| A
Y The medin has given an accurate picture of gangs in ban Claire.
! 2 3 4 3
30000 canes are aetive i townodt s less safe,
| 2 3 4 3
3. Fnu Claire s o safe town
| 2 3 A 3
S would ke 1o be oo vany.
| 2 3 4 N
6. Cang activity affects my hite,
! N 3 A 3
7. Most vang violence is directed at other wangs.
I 2 3 A S
s 1t is coul to beomoa gang.
I 2 3 3 3
g Gane actviny s directed st one race mare than others
i 2 3 4 S

It son what ravedsy -
[0 The school Toattend s o safe schoal

1 ) 3 4 3
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