
What is it? How to Phrase it... In English 2nd Amendable Debate Vote to Pass 

Main Motion "I move that ..." "We should do this ..." YES YES YES Majority 

Amendment "I move to amend the motion by 
(inserting) (striking) (adding)…" 

"I have an idea to make this 
motion better..." YES YES YES Majority 

Lay on the table "I move to lay on the table the 
motion that…” 

"Let’s discuss this later and 
put it on the table.” YES NO NO Majority 

Take from the 
table. 

"I move to take from the table 
the motion that..." 

"Let’s discuss the motion we 
put on the table.” YES NO NO Majority 

Move the previous 
question. "I move the previous question." Stops debate and leads to a 

vote by a vote.  YES NO NO 2/3 

Call the previous 
question. 

"I call the previous question.” Or 
“Question!” 

Stops debate and we vote 
now, unless there is 
objection.   

NO NO NO Unanimous 
Consent 

Request for 
information. "Request for information." "I have a question about the 

motion.” NO NO NO Chair 
Decision 

Point of Order "Point of order.” "I think you are out of order.” NO NO NO Chair 
Decision 

Parliamentary 
Inquiry "Parliamentary Inquiry.” “I have a question about 

Parliamentary Procedure.”  NO NO NO Chair 
Decision 

Point of personal 
privilege.  “Point of personal privilege” Special Request. Ex. “Could 

you speak a little louder?” NO NO NO Chair 
Decision 

Suspend the 
Rules 

"I move to suspend the rule 
that…” 

"I want do something not 
allowed by the rules.” YES NO NO 2/3 

Limit or Extend 
time for Debate 

"I move limit (or extend) debate 
to…” 

"I want to limit amount of 
time to debate.” YES YES NO 2/3 

Refer to a 
committee 

"I move to refer this issue to a 
committee." 

"This needs attention 
outside of the counsel." YES YES YES Majority 

Orders of the Day "I call for orders of the day” "Where are we?” “Lets get 
back on track” NO NO NO Chair 

Decision 
Adjourn "I move to adjourn the meeting." "I want to end the meeting.” YES NO NO Majority 

 
 
 


