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Discovery is a key to empowerment.  I want to empower not only my students
but also myself.  Students have the opportunity to discover the power of the
visual image and discover how the expression of their ideas and feelings can take
form.   It is a constant challenge for them to explore materials, ideas and forms.
In this world of visual images student need art and design more than ever and
discover ways to make sense of their environment. As an educator, the challenge
is to make every day a chance for students to become more able.  For myself,
seeing new ways to better serve my students is very important. The journey is
the joy.  Growing, discovering, exploring and reflecting becomes my guiding star
into the unknown.



7b. Technology Integration-
Indicators:

Selecting digital resources and devices for
special needs students

 Using technologies to support
 instruction in art and design education

 Evaluating resources, applications, tools,
 software related to art and design
 education instruction and evaluation

7a. Technical Skills-indicators:

Using imaging devices such as scanning,
video cameras, digital cameras

Using computers for recordkeeping,
assessment, and teaching

Participating in broadcast instruction or
distance education course
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Technology

• Future Goals:

Continue to help students understand creative, technical
processes as well as provide opportunities to utilizing
technology

Design learning environments that build the skills of
research, evaluation, visualization and the solution of real
and potential problems for students and teacher

Continue to read, understand, and apply a  steady flow of
new digital tools and techniques for lessons, worksheets and
other curricular materials

• Technological goals:

Integrate technology (hardware, software,
internet, CD/DVD, Palm Pilot) into my classroom
instruction, curriculum, and evaluation

Evaluate digital resources, tools and software
for application in my teaching

Help my students understand that technology
is an art-making, research, and interdisciplinary
tool  to improve cognition and visual literacy



Wrote a grant to acquire software for Palm Pilot to be used for assessment and
evaluation of student achievement

Wrote a grant to acquire time to learn equipment and utilization of equipment

 Brought computer lab up to date by acquiring new software and disks through
 the media center

 Integrated software into existing curriculum to improve cognition and literacy

 Incorporated new technologies with traditional methods of teaching drawing
 skills, Transferred lesson plans, curricular overviews, and reporting methods to digital form

 Worked with student teachers, recent graduates and other staff to share acquired expertise

 Taught technology class as adjunct professor at UWRF

  Applied knowledge gained into creation of e-portfolio

Some Accomplishments



Working with the Palm Pilot and Learner Pro Software allows for onsite
documentation of skills, concepts and behaviors.  Objectives and

observables are clear for student as well as for teacher..
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Reflecting



Fifth graders studied facial proportions and
took that knowledge into the computer lab.
We learned the copy, flip, rotate and paste
tools. Students are used to working in draw
programs, but rarely challenge themselves
nor are even aware of the various tools
within a program.  We then compared
digital images to more traditional art forms,
seeing similarities and differences between
the drawings created in the classroom and
the digital printouts.  This artwork was
completed with traditional art materials.
The PROPEL training I had encourages that
concepts be taught with  differing
approaches, so students can master skills
and transfer learning. Technology has
provided opportunities for active and
inquiry-based learning..  Students have a
high interest in using technology and they
see the relevance of what they are learning.
Students apply their own ideas, feelings and
interpretations resulting in their own
construction of knowledge.
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Involving students with Technology



Reflecting on uses for digital video:

Evaluation of digital resources was necessary to fulfill my goal of learning new hardware.  I was
able to get equipment and software I needed by doing research to find out which programs and
materials would work best for our school and our portfolio project.  Cooperation was needed
from staff, administration and technicians to provide time in the computer lab. Problems still to
be solved are: file storage, skills to be studied, finding time and technology support.  We have had
to be self taught as our district does not support apple systems.



Reflecting on improved teaching

Working with technology can be time consuming and
frustrating. It requires patience, persistence and
perseverance.  It puts me in mind of how my students feel
when presented with new material and skills.

Writing grants also requires the above attributes.  Acquiring
hardware and software and time to work, may make grant
writing a necessity. Once you are established as a worthy
recipient, getting grants granted gets easier.  Administrators
then become aware of your needs and that can be useful.
When people know what your needs are often it provides
networking opportunities.

Working with databases and word processing builds skills.
With them I can create forms that can organize curriculum,
lessons and assessment tools.  The more I have to think
about the layouts and the information that is necessary to
plug in the more it provides opportunities for revising and
restructuring my curriculum, my goals and my ability to
teach.  Not only to improve teaching and delivery, but also
to provide  better learning on the part of the students.
When my lessons are clear, learning becomes more clear.

Overall, I believe that inspite of the obstacles, using
technology is the way to go.  It clarifies teaching objectives,
organizes resources, and captures imagination and
creativity of teacher and student.


